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Magnify the Lord!  
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O rest in the Lord 
 
 
 
 

 
 A wise priest once observed that the Sabbath rest is God’s 
commandment, not a suggestion.  Rest is essential for our wellbeing.  For 
Christian believers, it is also a helpful and often necessary reminder that it is 
not our job to save the world!  If you possibly can, take some rest this summer. 
 

 One of the most beloved invitations of our Lord is his invitation for us 
to come to him and let him give us rest.  In the presence of his disciples, he 
thanked his Father for hiding the mysteries of the Kingdom from the wise and 
intelligent, and revealing them to ‘mere infants’.  Then he, our Good 
Shepherd, called us: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 
 

 Rest is not the same thing as idleness.  Idleness is the enemy of our 
growth: it makes our muscles atrophy, saps our energy, limits our horizons 
and dampens our spirits.  It is alluring, but ultimately unsatisfying.  Sloth is a 
sin.  Rest is different.  Rest is recreative; it liberates us from the things which 
weigh us down and sets us free for advance, for development, for change.  In 
an essay in his 1895 book The Use of Life, the polymath John Lubbock put it 
like this: ‘Leisure is one of the grandest blessings, idleness one of the greatest 
curses – one is the source of happiness, the other of misery.’ 
 

 Rest is not the opposite of work, nor its enemy: it is its partner and 
friend.  Rest makes our activity possible; rest is the space in which the mind 
is free to imagine, to dream and to wonder, and then to act.  Rest, dare I say 
it, may well be a place in which we can hear the Holy Spirit more clearly. 
 

 This is not an encouragement to take a holiday from our faithful 
Christian living.  It is our life blood, and we can no more manage without it 
in August than we could manage without food or drink for a month.  We must 
‘abide in him’, since without him we can do nothing.  Christians should be at 
Mass every Sunday, unless prevented by some serious cause, in summer as 
much as in winter.  I long for the day when all Christians realise and accept 
this privilege.  Indeed, the summer months are a beautiful time to come a little 
more often to weekday Mass when we can, precisely because we’ve accepted 
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the Lord’s invitation to ‘come apart and rest awhile’.  As I say, this is not an 
encouragement to take a holiday from our faithful Christian living.  But it is an 
encouragement to rest from some of the frenetic busy-ness with which we fill 
our lives during the 166 or so hours a week when we aren’t at Mass.  I, as 
much as anyone, need to attend to this lesson, not just to rest, but to rest in 
the Lord. 
 

At the high point of this month, we turn to contemplate one ‘glorious 
Lady throned in rest’ who has received from the Lord’s hand the crown which 
he promises to all who are faithful, and has entered into the sabbath rest 
towards which the whole Church is journeying.  The Feast of the Assumption 
has been called ‘the Easter of the Mother of God’: it is Mary’s share in her 
Son’s triumph over sin and death.  We rejoice on this day because Mary, filled 
with all the fullness of God, is drawn into the life of heaven.  This is the hope 
of every Christian, and Mary’s Assumption is a sign and image of the Church 
‘predestined, called, justified and glorified’, when her Son reaps the harvest 
he has sown. 
 

I look forward to seeing you and your friends at our Assumption 
celebrations.  Mary’s Assumption points to that active rest which St Augustine 
of Hippo (whom we celebrate at the end of this month) eagerly anticipated 
will be ours in the unveiled presence of God, our true home: ‘There we shall 
rest and we shall see; we shall see and we shall love; we shall love and we 
shall praise.  Behold what shall be in the end, and shall not end.’ 
 

Your friend and parish priest, 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Drinks at the Rectory 
 

embers of the Church Family are warmly invited for Drinks at the 
Rectory on Monday 29 July, Friday 9 August or Tuesday 13 August, 
all 6.30 to 8.30pm.  Family members are most welcome, even if not 

regular worshippers.  Please respond to Fr Richard by email, phone or in 
writing, indicating which one of these dates you’ve chosen to attend.  All 
welcome! 

M 
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Thursday 15 August 

Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Our Lady in Harvest 
 

12 noon Low Mass 
 

7.30pm High Mass and Candlelit Procession 
Music sung by The Horatio Singers, including 

Palestrina – Missa Papae Marcelli 
Dubra – Ave Maria 

Rachmaninoff – Bogoroditse Dyevo 
 

Preacher: Fr Nevsky Everett, 
Chaplain of Keble College, Oxford 

 

Refreshments follow 
 

All welcome: bring your friends! 
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Highlights of August 

 
Sunday 4 August • Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
We welcome The Venerable Karen Hutchinson, Archdeacon of Norwich as 
our guest preacher at the 11am High Mass.  Drinks will be served afterwards. 
 

Tuesday 6 August • Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
12 noon Low Mass (St John’s) 
 

Friday 9 August 
6.30 to 8.30pm Drinks at the Rectory (RSVP to Fr Richard: details on page 4) 
 

Saturday 10 August 
1pm Holy Baptism of Kenzo Brito and Emilly Semedo 
 

Tuesday 13 August 
12 noon Monthly Requiem (St John’s) 
6.30 to 8.30pm Drinks at the Rectory (RSVP to Fr Richard: details on page 4) 
 

Thursday 15 August • Feast of the Assumption 
12 noon Low Mass; 7.30pm High Mass (both St John’s).  Details on page 5. 
 

Sunday 18 August • Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
After our Corpus Christi Lunch met with such a warm reception, we’re having 
a more informal Assumptiontide Parish Picnic in the beautiful churchyard at 
St Julian’s on Sunday 18 August from 1pm after the 11am Sung Mass at St 
John’s.  Bring a picnic and a rug (and games, if you like… we might reprise 
the Hokey Cokey…!); we’ll have some wine and soft drinks available. 
 

Saturday 24 August • Feast of St Bartholomew the Apostle 
12 noon Low Mass (St John’s) 
 

Monday 26 August (Bank Holiday) 
10am Low Mass (St Julian’s) followed by the Rosary 
Pilgrimage for Healing and Renewal at Walsingham: 12 noon Mass in the 
Shrine gardens followed by picnic lunches; 2.30pm Sermon, Sprinking, 
Laying-on of Hands, Anointing and Benediction. 
 
Thursday 29 August • Feast of the Beheading of St John the Baptist 
12 noon Low Mass (St John’s) 
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Parish news and notes 

 
Garden Party at Thurton 

Over a dozen members of the Church Family were able to attend a 
super Sunday afternoon garden party at Lynton Johnson’s home in Thurton on 
Sunday 14 July.  The event made a magnificent profit of £950 which has been 
divided between several good causes and charities, including our own 
church.  Many thanks to Lynton, Ray and their helpers for their energy and 
warm hospitality. 
 

A Pocket Full of Prayer 
Sheila Tolley has published an attractive small book of prayers and 

aspirations inspired by Julian of Norwich.  Copies of A Pocket Full of Prayer 
are on sale after Sunday Mass and from the Julian Centre during the week, 
with some of the proceeds going to Church funds. 
 
Sidespeople 

We thank Barbara Donnelly who has become a sideswoman.  The 
sidespeople have an important role in supporting the Churchwardens, 
assisting with our worship and giving a warm welcome to worshippers. 

 
Lynton in a pickle?! 

Lynton Johnson is already planning this year’s St John’s Advent 
Emporium which will be offering all manner of produce and treats after High 
Mass on the Feast of Christ the King (November 24) and Advent Sunday 
(December 1).  He needs lots of promises now of jams, chutneys, pickles and 
so on… it’s the season for this, so get your jam pan out and help to pile high 
our Advent shelves!  Let him know what he can expect from you. 

 

World AIDS Day 
This year World AIDS Day, which is always December 1, falls on 

Advent Sunday.  We’re delighted to give advance notice of this year’s World 
AIDS Day Service at St John’s, which will take place at 3.30pm.  We’re hugely 
pleased to announce that the preacher will be the new Bishop of Norwich, 
the Rt Revd Graham Usher, who will have been enthroned only three weeks 
beforehand. 
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Fr Martin Smith’s Ruby Jubilee 
 

t the end of June Fr Martin Smith, Parish Priest here from 1995 to 2013, 
celebrated the fortieth anniversary of his Ordination to the Priesthood.  
We sent him a card signed by many members of the Church Family, 

which had on the front a 
photograph of the congregation 
after the High Mass on Trinity 
Sunday.  Thanks to gifts from 
several people, we were also able 
to send a bottle of 12 year old 
single malt and a cheque for £100. 
 

Fr Martin, who is now 
living at the College of St 
Barnabas, a community for retired 
clergy in the Surrey countryside, 
has written the following letter 
addressed ‘to Fr Richard Stanton 
and all the congregations at S. 
John’s and S. Julian’s’: 
 

Dear Father, 
 

Please accept my sincere thanks for the very kind and generous gifts 
you and the parish family sent me recently on the 40th anniversary of my 
Ordination to the Priesthood.  The day itself passed without any celebration 
or even mention here, quite unlike for many years at S. John’s, as the 
anniversary always fell on S. John’s Day, and was able to be included in the 
general fandango the day merited. 
 

I do hope you are enjoying yourself at S. John’s.  The photograph 
shows that the enlarged congregation are obviously enjoying their time with 
you!  I enjoyed 19 years I think at S. John’s, the happiest and most rewarding 
years of my life, and I miss the place and people terribly.  But if I carry on like 
this I shall cry, so I’ll stop. 
 

Again many thanks, with love and prayers for the present and future, 
 

Martin Smith 

A 

Octave Day of Easter 2013: 
Fr Martin’s last Mass at St John’s 
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All aboard! 
 

e are preparing for our Christian Stewardship Campaign in the 
parish.  The Campaign opens on Sunday 29 September, the Feast 
of St Michael and All Angels, and closes on Sunday 27 October, 

the Feast of the Dedication of the Church. 
 

 The Campaign will set before all of us, as Christian believers, the needs 
of the Church of Jesus Christ in this place, and invite us to respond in faith, 
hope and love to meet those needs. 
 

Ours is not a wealthy parish, and praise God that it isn’t, because if it 
were then many of us would be denied our Christian duty and privilege to 
‘contribute to the needs of the saints’ (Romans 12.13) and to give cheerfully, ‘not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver’ (II Corinthians 

9.7).  As it is, we need everybody on board – we need everybody to respond – 
we need everybody to be involved, not just in giving, but in working and 
serving so that the Church might grow and flourish. 
 

We are not ashamed to talk about money, because Jesus had a lot to 
say about it.  He told us very frankly that where our treasure is, there our heart 
will be also – and we know this to be true.  The Lord, in the Gospel, commends 
the ‘widow’s mite’ as a larger gift than all the big sums which were given by 
the wealthy – because her offering represented all that she had.  It was not the 
monetary size of her gift that interested him: it was the proportion, because it 
was the proportion that revealed where her heart was.  And so he said, ‘Of a 
truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: for 
all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of 
her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.’ 
 

Our Christian Stewardship Campaign will invite and challenge all of 
us to consider our giving – our giving of money in a regular, planned way to 
meet the Church’s needs, and our giving of our time, talents and energies in 
active Christian love and service.  We need everybody.  There is nobody we 
can manage without.  I hope and pray that this autumn we will make great 
strides towards making our Church Family stronger and more healthy by 
showing our own commitment to the Body of Christ in this place.  We are 
already making progress!  God bless you – and thank you for your support. 
 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift. 
ROS 

W 
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August 2019 
 
  1 Thu St Alphonsus Liguori 
  2 Fri  of the Sacred Heart 
  3 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday 
 
  4 Sun Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity VII) 
  5 Mon Dedication of St Mary Major 
  6 Tue The Transfiguration of the Lord 12 noon LM 
  7 Wed St Sixtus II 
  8 Thu St Dominic 
  9 Fri  St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Co-Patron of Europe) 
10 Sat  St Lawrence 

 
11 Sun Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity VIII) 
12 Mon St Jane Frances de Chantal 
13 Tue of Requiem 
14 Wed St Maximilian Kolbe 
15 Thu THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
   12 noon LM.  7.30pm HM 
16 Fri  St Stephen of Hungary 
17 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday 
 
18 Sun Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity IX) 
19 Mon St John Eudes 
20 Tue St Bernard of Clairvaux 
21 Wed St Pius X 
22 Thu The Queenship of our Lady 
23 Fri  St Rose of Lima 
24 Sat  St Bartholomew the Apostle 12 noon LM 
 
25 Sun Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity X) 
26 Mon Bl. Dominic Barberi 
27 Tue St Monica 
28 Wed St Augustine of Hippo 
29 Thu The Beheading of St John the Baptist 12 noon LM 
30 Fri  St Margaret Clitheroe and Companions 
31 Sat  St Aidan and the Saints of Lindisfarne 
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We pray for… 
 
The legal profession and theologians 1 
Pilgrims to the Julian Shrine 2 
The sick and those who care for them 3 
 
Our Parish and People 4 
Thanksgiving for the prayers of our Lady 5 
Thanksgiving for the gifts of God’s Kingdom 6 
Pope Francis 7 
Preachers of the Gospel 8 
The people of Europe 9 
Thanksgiving for all Christian Martyrs 10 
 
Our Parish and People 11 
Vocations to the Religious Life 12 
Year’s Minds for August 13 
Victims of war 14 
Walsingham and Shrines of our Lady 15 
 
The Queen and the Royal Family 16 
World peace and reconciliation 17 
 
Our Parish and People 18 
Missionaries and carers of the sick 19 
The Order of Cistercian Monks 20 
Norman and Graham our Bishops 21 
Growth in love for our Lady 22 
Christians in South America 23 
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury 24 
 
Our Parish and People 25 
Peace and reconciliation 26 
Our mothers, living and departed 27 
Teachers of the Faith 28 
Our Parish and People 29 
Thanksgiving for all Reformation Martyrs 30 
We rejoice in the Saints of these Islands 31 
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On Sunday 14 July 
we were delighted to 
welcome over fifty 
people to St Julian’s 
for an evening 
service in the style of 
the Taizé 
Community in 
France.  We thank 
the Norwich Taizé 
Group, who 
organise these 
services several 
times a year at 
various churches 
around the city, for 
enabling this act of 
worship to take 
place.  We had 
some super singers 
and instrumentalists.  
After the service we 
enjoyed hospitality 
and each other’s 
company in the 
Julian Centre. 
 

 
eligion was not a tiresome business to the Saints.  It was a happy way 
of life.  One of the wisest of them all said, “Love cannot be idle.”  
And as you come to know them better you will notice that they never 

were idle.  They were often trying to help others, and if they could not do that 
they were at least cheerful and patient, and suffered whatever came to them 
gladly.  And when we meet a saint – for we do meet one sometimes still – 
courage and cheerfulness are among the marks by which we know him.  It 
was St Francis who said “It is not fitting when one is in God’s service to have 
a gloomy face.  Always show a face shining with holy joy.”’ 

 
Lucy Menzies 

 

‘R 
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A day in England’s Nazareth 
 

n Saturday 20 July 28 members of our Church Family made a day 
pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, England’s 
Nazareth.  Despite the dire forecast, the weather was kind to us, until 

majestic peals of thunder and darkening skies added to the drama of 
Benediction in the Shrine Church at 4pm. 
 
 We made our First Visit to the Holy House at 10am, after which many 
pilgrims made a First Visit to Norton’s, not (we think) part of the official 
liturgical programme but an important part of the day nonetheless!  We 
gathered in the Holy House again at 11am to offer Parish Intercessions, 
praying for those we know to be in need.  The Mass at noon was a high point 
of the day, with Fr Richard, Fr Peter and Fr Frank Nichols joining the Priest 
Administrator in concelebrating the Mass. 
 

After a delicious lunch in the Refectory pilgrims enjoyed free time 
before Sprinkling at the Well at 2.30pm, and the day came to a close with 
Benediction followed by our Last Visit, as we sang ‘Our Lady’s shrine, 
farewell!’  There was just time for a quick visit to the Bull before we piled onto 
the coach and arrived back in Norwich in torrential rain, signs perhaps of the 
rivers of grace which had descended during our pilgrimage day. 
 

O 



14 

 One of the lovely aspects of the day was the diversity of our group, 
with eighty years between the youngest and eldest pilgrims, and some who 
had been going to Walsingham since Fr Patten’s day, while others were there 
for the first time.  One pilgrim described it afterwards as ‘an incredible 
experience and very worthwhile.’ 
 

We now look forward to our Weekend Pilgrimage in October, when 
seventeen members of the Church Family will be at Our Lady’s Shrine from 
Friday to Sunday for the ‘full pilgrim experience.’  Before then, we celebrate 
the Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham on Tuesday 24 September.  Our Lady of 
Walsingham, pray for us. 
 

 

Confirm, O Lord, your servant 
 

he Bishop of Richborough will be 
visiting our parish for Confirmation 
on Sunday 20 October at the 11am 

High Mass, when he will also celebrate 
and preach.  We look forward to 
welcoming him. 
 
 Confirmation is a Sacrament 
which is part of our growth in Christ.  
Confirmation is built on the foundation 
of our Baptism, which is our beginning 
in the Christian faith and the moment at 
which we joined the Church.  In 
Confirmation, we are sealed with the gift 
of the Holy Spirit for the mature living of 
our new life in Christ. 
 
 Anyone who has been baptised should be confirmed.  If you have not 
yet been confirmed, what about it this October?  Children in Year 6 and above 
may be prepared for Confirmation, as well as adults of any age.  There’ll be 
some preparation sessions in the autumn, at convenient times.  We already 
have a number of people who are interested, so don’t be shy!  Speak to Fr 
Richard as soon as possible if you’d like to be confirmed, or if you’d just like 
to know more. 

T 
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Wanted: Apostles 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
in St John the Baptist, Timberhill, at the High Mass 
on the Feast of SS Peter and Paul, Apostles: 30 June 2019 
 
‘The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole 
message might be proclaimed.’  (II Timothy 4.17) 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

ast Monday we celebrated our Patronal Festival, which is also 
Midsummer’s Day.  It comes a few days after the summer solstice, the 
longest day of the year with nearly seventeen hours of daylight.  It’s now 

round about the time, therefore, when people across the land go to their 
windows at 10pm, look gloomily down the street at children skipping around 
in broad daylight, and say, “Ohhh, the nights are drawing in.” 
 

And are the nights drawing in on the Church?  In our offertory hymn 
we’ll be singing about ‘golden splendour and roseate hues of morn’: are they 
the experience of past generations, while in our time the sun finally sets on 
the Church, nodding off, while earth rolls onward into light?  Matthew Arnold 
stood on Dover Beach as the tide went out and pondered these things: 

The Sea of Faith 
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore 
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled. 
But now I only hear 
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar, 
Retreating, to the breath 
Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear 
And naked shingles of the world. 

 
It may indeed be to our spiritual benefit that the Church in the Western 

world should gradually be shedding the accretions of her too-easy association 
with the civil powers and institutions which, through the centuries, have 
caused many of us to acquiesce in lukewarm compromise and forget the 
radical nature of the Gospel call which was first heard when Christ, walking 
along another sea shore, said first to one and then to another: ‘Come, follow 
me!’  Come, follow me and take up your cross; come to me, all who weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

L 
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This encounter with Jesus 
Christ, which each of us here today has 
had and is having, or we wouldn’t be 
here, lies at the root of our living of the 
Christian life.  Peter and Paul, in very 
different ways, encountered and were 
transformed by the Risen Christ: Peter 
by the lakeside when the Lord’s 
threefold question ‘Do you love me?’ 
restored him after his threefold denial 
when he was warming himself by the 
fire; Paul on the Damascus Road when 
the harrier of the Church met Jesus 
whom he was persecuting in his 

members.  Peter confessed Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of the Living God, 
and led the earliest community of believers in Jerusalem; Paul was made a 
‘servant of the Church’ by God who gave him a task to perform in carrying 
the Good News to the Gentiles. 

 
The early Christians, animated by the Spirit of Pentecost, impress and 

challenge us as we meet them in the pages of the New Testament.  They 
declared the Gospel with their lips: again and again, Peter stands before 
crowds, rulers, elders, and says, ‘Let it be known to all of you… this Jesus you 
crucified, God raised from the dead… There is salvation in no one else.’  And 
this confession of faith was backed up by their manner of life: says the Acts, 
‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers…  All who believed were together and had 
all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need… With great power the apostles 
gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all.  There was not a needy person among them… They rejoiced 
that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonour for the sake of the Name 
[of Jesus].’ 

 
There is a prayer for Mass towards the end of the Church’s year which 

says: ‘As you have kindled the flame of love in the hearts of the saints, grant 
to us the same faith and power of love.’  Grant to us the same faith and power 
of love.  By the same faith and power of love, it is for you and me to press 
forward in the mission of the Church, new every morning: to proclaim by 
word and deed the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus and its power in human 
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lives.  This is what this church, and every church, is for, and by that I mean 
not the building but this community which shares the faith of the apostles: we 
are here to declare that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and that 
he has come so that we might have life and have it more abundantly, here 
and hereafter.  Not an easy answer to all life’s problems; not a magician who 
waves a wand which dispels the challenges and difficulties which perplex us; 
not a puppet who is compliant with our wills; but a crucified and risen Master 
who, bleeding on the tree and victorious on Easter morning, shows us the face 
of the Father. 

 
We are excusing ourselves when we pretend that this is a Gospel 

which the world no longer needs to hear, because it suits us better that it might 
be so; we are giving away everything and getting nothing in return when we 
willingly vacate the public square and allow anybody and everybody else to 
share their cures for the world’s problems; we are burying in a field the 
treasure we have been entrusted with, in the ill-conceived hope that one day 
we might be able to say, as did the man in the Lord’s parable, ‘I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the ground.  Here you have what is yours.’ 
 

Our Lord Jesus, through his life, death and resurrection, has revealed 
God as a seeking, self-sacrificing love, a love which yearns to gather us to 
himself and therefore to one another.  The Church is the beginnings of a new 
society, charged with the life and power of the Holy Spirit, in which we 
discover God’s love and manifest it to the world, which, says Jesus, ‘does not 
know [him].’  We do not do this as individuals, but as members of the body 
of Christ, working together.  The Lord did not establish his Church on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets and give it a Gospel to proclaim so 
that we might think the function of Christians was to ‘support church services’ 
or ‘pay the parish share’: he invites us into a divine society in order to live a 
new kind of life, nourished by the sacraments, characterised by generosity, 
cooperating with the mission of love by which the Father will be revealed to 
the world. 

 
The local church is compelled, by the demands of the Gospel, to be a 

loving and authentic community in which every member is known and loved.  
It is not a private members club; it is not an antiquarian association; it is not a 
society to give palliative care to aging buildings bequeathed from the ages of 
faith.  It is, said St Peter for whom we give thanks today, ‘a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
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proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light.’ 

 
Our church has the largest parish in the city of Norwich: some four 

thousand people, and growing rapidly.  Hundreds and thousands of people 
pass the doors of our two churches every week.  Our parish is 
disproportionately young: nearly 70% of the people who live in our parish are 
under the age of 44.  Our parish is among the 10% most deprived parishes in 
the country.  We do not have to go looking for people: they are there.  They 
are there with, as C.S. Lewis put it, ‘a God-shaped space in the centre of their 
hearts.’  But, asked St Paul, ‘how are they to call on one in whom they have 
not believed?  And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never 
heard?  And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?’ 
 

There are huge opportunities for the local church in our day to be 
blessed by God and to be a blessing as we live and share the faith of the 
apostles, the faith for which Peter and Paul went to their death, sharing in 
Christ’s sufferings for the sake of the world.  ‘My life is already being poured 
away as a libation… I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the 
race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown 
of righteousness reserved for me.’  This is the final report of one who dared to 
answer the advertisement which the Lord has posted in the classified column 
of the world, a two-word advert: ‘Wanted: Apostles.’ 

 
Amen. 

 

 

From the Parish Registers 
 
Communicants and collections 
 
    Sunday  Weekday Collection 
Week beginning 30 June 65  31  £277.21 
  7 July  71  25  £402.90 
  14 July  57  31  £256.53 
  21 July  63  90  £314.80 
 
The collection figure above does not include the amount given by standing order, 
which averages £1,300 a month 
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Coming up in the autumn 
 

Sunday 1 September 
We’re delighted that Fr Robert Kozak will be returning to St John’s to preach 
at the 11am High Mass.  Fr Robert was received into the Church of England 
in St John’s in 2010 and his vocation to the Sacred Ministry was nurtured here; 
he’s now the Parish Priest of St Mary’s and St Michael’s, Letchworth. 
 

Saturday 7 September • PCC Vision Day 
Our PCC and Church Officers will be spending a day at Norwich Cathedral, 
who are kindly hosting us, to reflect together on the life, mission and ministry 
of our Church Family and to begin to formulate a vision for the future.  The 
day will include Mass and lunch. 
 

Sunday 8 September • Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Our Lady’s Birthday falls on a Sunday this year and the 11am High Mass will 
be a splendid celebration of the day which was the dawn of our salvation.  
The entrance antiphon at Mass says: ‘Let us celebrate with joyful hearts the 
birth of the Virgin Mary, of whom was born the Sun of Justice, Christ our Lord.’ 
 

Sunday 15 September • Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross 
At the 11am Procession & High Mass, we’ll welcome as our guest preacher Fr 
Harri Williams, Parish Priest of Walsingham, Houghton and Barsham. 
 

Sunday 22 September • Harvest Thanksgiving 
Come, ye thankful people!  We give thanks for ‘all good gifts around us’. 
 

Sunday 29 September • Feast of St Michael and All Angels 
The Rt Revd David Gillett will preside from the throne and preach at the 11am 
High Mass, and we’ll be launching our Stewardship Campaign on this 
beautiful feast of the Angels. 
 

Sunday 20 October • Confirmation 
We look forward to welcoming The Rt Revd Norman Banks, Bishop of 
Richborough to celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation and preach at 11am. 
 

Sunday 27 October • Feast of the Dedication of the Church 
As we give thanks for our church, ‘house of God and gate of heaven’, we 
welcome Canon Jeremy Haselock, formerly Vice Dean and Precentor of the 
Cathedral, back to Norwich to preach at the 11am Procession & High Mass. 
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WORSHIP WITH US 
 
We warmly welcome you. 
Services are at St John’s unless otherwise stated. 
 
Sundays  9am Low Mass (St Julian’s) 

11am Sung Mass and Sermon 
followed by refreshments 

 
Weekdays 
The Mass  Monday 10am (St Julian’s) 
   Tuesday 12 noon 
   Wednesday 7pm (St Julian’s) 
   Friday 5pm (St Julian’s) 
   Saturday 12 noon 
 

The Rosary  Monday 10.30am (St Julian’s) 
 

Morning Prayer Every day (except Thursday), 8.30am 
 

Evening Prayer Every day (except Thursday), 6pm (St Julian’s) 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
   Saturday 11am to 12 noon, 
   or by appointment with one of the Priests 
 
St John’s and St Julian’s are both open all day, every day for prayer, 
quiet and visiting.  The Blessed Sacrament is reserved on the High 
Altar in both churches for the Communion of the Sick and the 
devotion of the faithful. 
 
We warmly welcome enquiries about baptisms and weddings. 
We will be pleased to help you in any way we can. 
 
 

www.stjohnstimberhill.org 
 

Find us on Facebook: fb.com/stjohnthebaptisttimberhill 


