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Confirm, 
O Lord, 

your servant 
with your 

Holy Spirit! 
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PARISH PEOPLE 
 

Parish Priest Fr Richard Stanton 
 The Rectory, 8 Kilderkin Way, Norwich NR1 1RD 
 01603 626104 
 richard_stanton@btinternet.com 

 

 Fr Richard’s rest day is Monday. 
 

Churchwardens Simon Owers 
 Farthingale Hall, Tibenham NR16 1PB 
 07507681908 

 

 Shirley Buxton 
 32 Mansel Drive, Old Catton, Norwich NR6 7NB 

 01603 404438 
 

PCC Secretary Liz Kilshaw 
 

PCC Treasurer Chris Bushnell 
 

Gift Aid Secretary Michael Watson 
 

Organist Keith Buxton 
 

Head Server John Foottit 
 

Electoral Roll Secretary Elizabeth Sutherland 
 

Deanery Synod representatives 
Shirley Buxton, Liz Kilshaw 
 

Parochial Church Council 
Mary Barnes-Clay, Fr Peter Barnes-Clay, Garret Cronin, Frank Feehan, John 
Hunt, Michael Rayner, Susan Snasdell, Elizabeth Sutherland, Brenda Taylor, 
Nigel Waller 
 

Sidespeople 
Garret Cronin, Barbara Donnelly, Andrew Knights (Senior Sidesman), Lynda 
Morrissey, Michael Rayner, Wendy Rayner, Nichola Rose, Diane Sheen, 
Susan Snasdell, Dorothy Tinkler, Stuart Tinkler, John Woodrow 
 

 

The Julian Centre 
Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 1QT • 01603 767380 • www.juliancentre.org 
Library and bookshop open 10.30am to 3.30pm, Monday to Saturday 
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I believe in the Communion of Saints 
 
 
 
 

 
 The Stewardship Campaign in which we have been engaged this 
autumn, and for which we gave thanks as your response cards were presented 
at the altar on October 27, the Feast of the Dedication of the Church, has 
drawn our attention to our mutual sharing and fellowship in the Body of Christ.  
We are redeemed in Christ not as isolated individuals but as members of a 
spiritual family, indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  We are, as St Peter put it, ‘a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light’ (I Peter 2.9).  The commitment we make to the life of the 
local church is a reflection of how deeply we have understood this reality, 
and our task here on Timberhill and St Julian’s Alley is to nurture a sense of 
Christian community which is palpable, so warm and so loving, so generous 
and so hospitable, that it witnesses to all around us of the grace and truth 
which is in Christ Jesus. 
 
 The visible Church is, however, just the hem of the invisible, seamless 
robe of Christ, which is the Church invisible.  Bishop Lindsay Urwin, when he 
was Administrator of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, once said in a 
sermon there that the Church can never shrink, it can only grow, for all who 
have once become part of the Church in Baptism never lose their membership, 
not even as a result of that event which we call death.  We are all one in the 
Lord.  November, beginning with All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, 
challenges us to draw back the eyelids of our minds to see, across the barriers 
which time and space impose on us, the whole Church of God in Christ, 
united by our living faith in a living Lord.  This month, which even in the 
popular mind is associated with ‘remembering’, not least as we commemorate 
this year the centenary of the first observance of Armistice Day in 1919, invites 
us a deeper understanding of the faith which we profess when we say that we 
believe in ‘the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body and the life everlasting.’  This is the faith which you and I, who 
really are called to be saints, have been given to live and to share. 
 

Your friend and parish priest, 
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Friday 1 November • All Saints’ Day 
 

12 noon Low Mass (St John’s) 
 

7.30pm High Mass (St Julian’s) 
followed by celebratory drinks at the Rectory 

 

 
 

Saturday 2 November • All Souls’ Day 
 

9am Low Mass of Requiem (St Julian’s) 
 

11am High Mass of Requiem (St John’s) 
with music including Byrd’s ‘Mass for Four Voices’ 
and Fauré’s ‘Pie Jesu’ from the Requiem in D minor 

 

followed by coffee and cake 
 

 
 

Sunday 10 November • Remembrance Sunday 
 

9am Low Mass of the Sunday (St Julian’s) 
 

10.55am High Mass of Requiem for the War Dead (St John’s) 
beginning with the Act of Remembrance and Two Minutes’ Silence 

 

 
 

Wednesday 20 November 
 

12 noon 
A Service for Transgender Day of Remembrance 

 
in partnership with ‘Evolve’ at MAP 

and the LGBTQ+ Project at Norfolk and Waveney Mind 
 

This simple reflective service will include music, readings and the 
opportunity to light candles, followed by a soup lunch 
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Sunday 24 November • Feast of Christ the King 
 

9am Low Mass (St Julian’s) 
 

11am High Mass, Procession of the Host and Benediction 
(St John’s) 

 

Guest Preacher: Fr Darren Smith, Chairman of the Church Union 
and General Secretary of the Additional Curates Society 

 

followed by drinks and nibbles 
 

 
 

Advent stalls 
 

St John’s famous Advent emporium co-ordinated by Lynton Johnson 
will offer goodies for sale after Mass on 

Sundays 24 November and 1 December. 
 

It includes seasonal produce and gifts – 
Lynton would love to hear what you can bring to contribute. 

There’ll also be a raffle for a hamper. 
Please give your generous support to this fundraiser. 
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Parish news and notes 
 
A weekend in Walsingham 

Thirteen pilgrims from our 
Church Family spent a weekend 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham at the start of 
October.  We celebrated Mass, 
processed through the gardens 
with Mary our fellow pilgrim, 
offered intercessions in the Holy 
House, walked out to the Slipper 
Chapel and back, received the 
Ministries of Healing, relaxed 
with pilgrim groups from around 
the country, and concluded our 
pilgrimage with a Procession of 
the Blessed Sacrament followed 
by a visit to the Black Lion and 
then home.  O Mary, Mother of 
Jesus, we thank God, through you, for the grace of a happy pilgrimage. 

 
October retreat at St Julian’s 
 We were delighted that over fifty people participated in the October 
Retreat at St Julian’s, organised by the Friends of Julian of Norwich.  We were 
joined by friends from around the city, the county, the UK and further afield 
– including New York and Shanghai!  The church was full for the addresses 
(given by Luke Penkett CJN) and for the Retreat Mass (a Votive of the Holy 
Cross) on the Friday night.  The retreat, titled ‘Should I not tell you about the 
goodness of God?’, focussed on how the life and writings of Julian of Norwich 
have shaped the lives of those who have read or heard her teaching, and how 
it’s still relevant today.  There was also opportunity to consider how we might 
develop our own prayer life, especially through intercession, meditation and 
contemplation. 
 
Confirmation 

It was a huge joy to welcome the Rt Revd Norman Banks, Bishop of 
Richborough, to St John’s on Sunday 20 October, when he celebrated 
Pontifical High Mass, preached and confirmed Helen and Inês.  We offer them 
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our warmest congratulations as they are ‘sealed with the Spirit’ for the living 
of new life in Christ.  At the same Mass, we were glad to welcome as our 
deacon the Revd Jason Hewitt, formerly a worshipper and server at St John’s, 
who was ordained to the Diaconate in June and now serves as a curate in 
Barnsley.  Many thanks to all who worked hard behind the scenes – with 
flowers, music, serving and sacristy work and the superb refreshments – to 
make the Confirmation a happy and memorable occasion! 
 
Welcoming a new Bishop of Norwich 

The Rt Revd Graham Usher will be 
enthroned as 72nd Lord Bishop of Norwich 
on Saturday 9 November at 2pm in the 
Cathedral with 1,800 people in attendance.  
We will offer our 12 noon Mass that day 
praying particularly for Bishop Graham (the 
Second!).  There’ll be a series of welcome 
services around Norfolk over the remainder 
of November, and these are open to all: 

 
Monday 18 November: 
7pm: Great Yarmouth Minster 
Sunday 24 November: 
4pm: SS Peter & Paul, Cromer 
Monday 25 November: 
7pm: St Cuthbert’s, Thetford 
Wednesday 27 November: 
7pm: Kings Lynn Minster 
 

The new Bishop will preach at St John’s Timberhill for the first time on 
Sunday 1 December for the World AIDS Day Service at 3.30pm.  It was very 
good to have him in the congregation for the early Mass on Sunday 27 
October, the Dedication Festival.  Please pray for him.  The first Bishop of 
Norwich was Herbert de Losinga, 925 years ago. 

 
St John’s in Ave 

The new issue of Ave, the magazine of the Society of Mary, includes 
a report and photographs of our Assumption celebrations, and also our Mater 
Salvatoris window.  Complimentary copies are available in church. 

 



8 

November 2019 
 
  1 Fri  ALL SAINTS’ DAY.  12 noon LM.  7.30pm HM. 
  2 Sat  All Souls’ Day.  9am LM.  11am HM. 
 
  3 Sun Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (IV before Advent) 
  4 Mon St Charles Borromeo 
  5 Tue of Requiem 
  6 Wed Feria 
  7 Thu St Willibrord 
  8 Fri  All Saints of England 
  9 Sat  Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
 
10 Sun Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (III before Advent): 
   Remembrance Sunday. 
   9am LM (of the Sunday).  10.55am HM (of Requiem).  
11 Mon St Martin of Tours.  10.55am Act of Remembrance at Aviva. 
12 Tue St Josaphat 
13 Wed Feria 
14 Thu of Requiem 
15 Fri  St Albert the Great 
16 Sat  St Edmund of Abingdon 
 
17 Sun Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (II before Advent) 
18 Mon Dedication of the Basilicas of SS Peter and Paul 
19 Tue of Requiem 

20 Wed St Edmund, King of East Anglia.  12 noon Service for TDOR. 
21 Thu The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
22 Fri  St Cecilia 
23 Sat  St Clement 
 
24 Sun FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
   11am High Mass, Procession of the Host and Benediction 
25 Mon St Catherine of Alexandria 
26 Tue of Requiem.  12 noon & 7pm LM; 7.30pm PCC meeting 
27 Wed Feria 
28 Thu of Requiem 
29 Fri  Feria 
30 Sat  St Andrew the Apostle.  12 noon LM 
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We pray for… 
 
Thanksgiving for the Saints of God 1 
The Faithful Departed 2 
 
Our Parish and People 3 
Seminarians 4 
Year’s Minds for November 5 
The Julian Centre 6 
The people of Holland 7 
We rejoice in the Saints of our land 8 
Graham, Bishop of Norwich, to be enthroned today 9 
 
(9am) Our Parish and People 10 
(10.55am) The War Dead 
 
Our parish clergy 11 
Orthodox Christians 12 
The sick, lonely and bereaved 13 
Departed clergy of this parish 14 
Theologians 15 
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury 16 
 
Our Parish and People 17 
Christian Unity 18 
Departed laity of this parish 19 
Reconciliation and forgiveness 20 
Our self-offering to God 21 
Our organist and musicians 22 
Mariners 23 
 
Our Parish and People 24 
 
Christian leaders 25 
Departed members of the Guild of All Souls and all the Catholic Societies 26 
Those nearing the end of life 27 
The dead with no-one to pray for them 28 
The National Health Service 29 
The people of Scotland 30 
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Where are they? 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
in St John the Baptist, Timberhill, at the High Mass on 
the Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 13 October 2019 
 

This sermon was preached when we were in the middle of our Christian 
Stewardship Campaign, which ran from 29 September to 27 October.  We 
print it here not as a further appeal, but as a reminder of the spiritual principles 
to which we are committed in our Christian Stewardship. 
 
Lections II Kings 5.14-17:  Naaman the leper immersed himself in the Jordan 
 II Timothy 2.8-13:  If we have died with him, we shall live with him 
 St Luke 17.11-19:  One of them turned back praising God 
 
‘Were not all ten made clean?  The other nine, where are they?’  (St Luke 
17.17) 
 

e had a good parish pilgrimage in Walsingham last weekend, albeit 
an extremely damp one, such that our pre-Mass sprinkling outside 
doused us even more thoroughly than Fr Peter inside this morning.  

I find one of the most moving parts of the Shrine Church to be the back wall, 
round the west doors, which I expect many people hardly notice.  It’s covered 
in small wooden plaques, many of them dating from the early days of the 
pilgrimage revival in the 1920s and 30s, giving thanks for answered prayer.  
‘Thank you that Simon has found work.’  ‘Thank you, OLW, for the healing of 
my sight.’  ‘For my husband’s conversion: thanks be to God.’  They look very 
small and humble, these plaques, but God always chooses the small and 
humble to shame the great and the strong, and they are powerful when one 
recalls that each represents someone kneeling, hoping, longing, entrusting, 
piercing the cloud behind which our God is veiled with ‘darts of longing love’, 
knowing that he can do greater things for us than we can ask or imagine – 
even at a distance, even to our surprise, even when we are heading away from 
him. 
 

It was as they were going away from Jesus, presumably following his 
instruction to go and show themselves to the priests, that the ten lepers were 
cleansed.  Leprosy in the Bible is not quite the same as modern-day leprosy, 
or Hansen’s disease, but it suffices for us to know that a leper was one afflicted, 
considered smitten by God, and segregated from the rest of society not merely 

W 
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for the sake of hygiene but for 
the sake of religious purity, 
keeping at bay those who had, 
it seemed evident from their 
suffering, transgressed the 
divine law.  Naaman the army 
commander, about whom we 
heard in the first reading, had 
been angry when he sought 
healing from the prophet Elisha 
and was told to wash seven 
times in the Jordan: he felt his 
own rivers were rather better 
than the river Jordan.  His 
humility overcomes his pride, 
and he obeys, and his flesh 
becomes clean like the flesh of 
a child. 
 

This was the experience 
of the ten lepers who had met 
Jesus on the Galilean border, 
and ‘one of them turned back, 
praising God at the top of his 
voice, and threw himself at the 
feet of Jesus and thanked him.’  
Was it ordinary, common-or-
garden forgetfulness that kept 

the other nine away, the kind of inattentiveness which wounds so many 
relationships?  Were they really not grateful?  Or did they perhaps not even 
connect what had happened to them with their encounter with the Master 
from Nazareth? 
 

The spirit of thanksgiving is the rich soil in which the rest of our life in 
Christ can grow.  The leper who came back to give thanks was, Jesus noted, 
‘a foreigner’, a Samaritan.  Even after his cleansing he would have remained 
an outcast, for, as the woman at the well pointed out to Jesus when he asked 
her simply for a drink, ‘Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans’.  
The Samaritan leper was given more even than the others, and in his humility 

The people of God face the font for the 
renewal of baptismal promises at the 

Confirmation Mass, 20 October 
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and gratitude he received a further gift still: a new relationship with God in 
Christ. 
 

This church exists simply to make possible for people – all people, but 
perhaps particularly today’s Samaritans and lepers – the gift of a new 
relationship with God in Christ.  That’s just what the Church is for: to root my 
life and your life so firmly in the life of Jesus that we may grow up in every 
way into his image, into the fullness of his stature.  The Christian life is an 
organic life, a growing life, a life of development and expansion.  We will 
rejoice next Sunday when members of our Church receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation and are sealed with the Spirit for the mature living of new life in 
Christ, just as we rejoice when the waters of baptism, more powerful than the 
waters of the Jordan in which Naaman bathed, cleanse and refresh us and 
raise us to life in Christ Jesus, like new-born children. 
 

We proclaim here that Christ loves us, and understands us, and 
forgives us – everyone, here in this church, each of us individually and all of 
us together.  Unhesitating, generous, he gives these gifts freely and without 
our merit, as he healed the ten lepers even though only one was to return to 
give thanks.  But the invitation of life in Jesus is to exercise our muscles in 
response – to forgive because we have been forgiven, to understand because 
we have been understood, to love because we have been loved.  This is the 
challenge and the joy of life as a Christian. 
 

In our common life this autumn we are considering in some depth the 
ways in which the Christian life is lived and proclaimed here.  Our Christian 
Stewardship is concerned with the totality of our response to God in Christ, 
our expression of our thankfulness.  God always takes the initiative, God 
always goes first, God always blesses before we ask, and our own generosity 
is a test and measure of our progress in growing up into the image of Christ, 
who was generous not because there was something in it for him, but because 
generosity is the nature of God his Father, whom we love only because he first 
loved us. 
 

So our Stewardship Campaign, which is now beginning its third week, 
is rooted in thanksgiving – thanksgiving for new life in Christ which we receive 
and share through the life of this Church Family, our Christian community, 
where each of us, whether we’ve been here for sixty years or today is our first 
time, is welcome and finds a home.  Our two churches mean much to many 
people, have been a sign of hope and grace to many people, and I have the 
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letters on my desk and you have the memories and hopes in your hearts which 
bear witness to that.  ‘A lovely, warm, welcoming congregation, which just 
encompasses people,’ said one person.  ‘A beautiful, necessary place,’ said 
another.  ‘Welcoming to everyone, and open every day,’ said another. 
 

Our thankfulness for this reality compels us in our time to work 
together to sustain and renew this common life.  We need the participation of 
everyone, everyone who finds in their heart the Lord’s call to return and give 
thanks.  The impulse to thanksgiving is the place where spiritual renewal 
begins and where our priorities begin to be straightened out – in confession 
and restoration, in the food of the Eucharist, in our sharing in the life of the 
Christian family where we ‘bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.’ 
 

The resources needed to sustain and develop our life and witness are 
formidable, and it’s our thanksgiving and our gratitude for the generosity of so 
many people who have loved and do love this church which encourages us 
to hope for greater things still and for renewal in the Holy Spirit.  Each of us is 
being invited to seriously consider how we express our thankfulness through 
our sacrificial giving – our giving of financial support for the life and mission 
of this Church Family, and our giving of our time, talents and energy to 
participate in its common life. 
 

Nobody can tell you how much of either you should give.  Only you, 
before God, can know and decide.  Some of you may be giving far too much 
and may need to use this time of Stewardship renewal to adjust your giving to 
something more manageable.  Others may be giving far less than you could, 
or you may not be giving regularly because you’ve never really had time to 
think about it.  Others may have given through the Gift Aid envelopes but now 
think it would be easier and more efficient to change and give directly through 
a monthly standing order instead.  I know myself well enough to realise that 
if I didn’t give automatically and regularly through the bank, my giving would 
be sporadic and embarrassing indeed, because I am disorganised.  What we 
want is participation in regular giving, and for that reason we are also re-
introducing the possibility for you to have a box of weekly envelopes, one for 
each Sunday, to keep track of your contributions and to help you to plan them 
– some of you may prefer to give in that way. 
 

And what about our sharing in the life of the household?  No part of 
our life together is a closed club: we want and value and need the 
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participation of anybody who wants to be involved.  The Stewardship packs, 
of which there are still copies available near the church door, includes a form 
which sets out lots of opportunities and ways you might be involved – but use 
your imagination: there are many others! 
 

We return to give thanks, expressed in our completed Stewardship 
response cards, two Sundays from now, the Feast of the Dedication of the 
Church, which will also be a rededication of ourselves to the life of this 
Church Family and its witness to the Good News which St Paul carried and 
which has been carried by every Christian generation: ‘Jesus Christ, risen from 
the dead, sprung from the race of David’.  To him we bear our witness, him 
whose faith has saved us. 
 

Amen. 
 

 

From the Parish Registers 
 

Communicants and collections 
 

 Sunday Weekday Collection 
Week beginning 29 September 74 35  £443.77 

6 October 58 74  £299.18 
13 October 64 46  £298.46 
20 October 81 48  £694.65 
 

The collection figure above does not include the amount given by standing order, 
which averages £1,300 a month 
 

Holy Confirmation 
 

‘Be sealed with the Spirit’ 
 

20 October  Inês SANCA 
   Helen Anne JACOBS-McGEE 
 

Funerals 
‘Lord all-pitying, Jesu blest: grant them thine eternal rest’ 

 

23 October  Allan PEARSON 
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Coming up in December 
 
Sunday 1 December • Advent Sunday 
3.30pm World AIDS Day Service.  Preacher: The Rt Revd Graham Usher, 
Bishop of Norwich 
 
Sunday 8 December 
Fr Frank Nichols, formerly an honorary assistant priest in this parish, will 
celebrate and preach at the 11am High Mass, ahead of the celebrations for 
the Golden Jubilee of his Ordination to the Priesthood the following Sunday 
in Walsingham. 
 
Friday 13 December 
1.30 for 2pm Church Family pre-Christmas meal at The Oak Tree, Ipswich 
Road 
 
Saturday 14 December 
9.30am BIG clean of St John’s ready for Christmas 
 
Monday 16 December 
7.30pm LGBT+ Carol Service.  Preacher: Fr Darren Thornton CA, Rural 
Dean of Norwich East and Chaplain to the UEA 
 
Sunday 22 December • Fourth Sunday of Advent 
6pm Nine Lessons and Carols with Benediction (at St Julian’s) 
 
Tuesday 24 December • Christmas Eve 
11.30pm Midnight Mass and Blessing of the Crib (at St John’s; note time) 
 
Wednesday 25 December • Christmas Day 
10am High Mass of the Day (at St Julian’s) 
6pm Evening Prayer at the Crib 
 
Sunday 29 December • Sunday in the Octave of Christmas 
11am Procession and High Mass, followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
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WORSHIP WITH US 
 
We warmly welcome you. 
Services are at St John’s unless otherwise stated. 
 
Sundays  9am Low Mass (St Julian’s) 

11am High Mass and Sermon 
followed by refreshments 

 
Weekdays 
The Mass  Monday 10am (St Julian’s) 
   Tuesday 12 noon 
   Wednesday 10am (St Julian’s) 
   Thursday 12 noon 

Friday 5pm (St Julian’s) 
   Saturday 12 noon 
 

The Rosary  Monday 10.30am (St Julian’s) 
 

Morning Prayer Every day (except Monday), 8.30am 
 

Evening Prayer Every day (except Monday), 6pm (St Julian’s) 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
   Saturday 11am to 12 noon, 
   or by appointment with one of the Priests 
 
St John’s and St Julian’s are both open all day, every day for prayer, 
quiet and visiting.  The Blessed Sacrament is reserved on the High 
Altar in both churches for the Communion of the Sick and the 
devotion of the faithful. 
 
We warmly welcome enquiries about baptisms and weddings. 
We will be pleased to help you in any way we can. 
 

www.stjohnstimberhill.org 
 

Find us on Facebook: fb.com/stjohnthebaptisttimberhill 


