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One family, though now divided 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 As this Newsletter was about to go to press on All Hallows’ Eve, 
rumblings of an announcement from the Prime Minister made me stay my 
finger as it hovered over the ‘Print’ button.  We now know that far-reaching 
restrictions will be in force in England from Thursday 5 November to 
Wednesday 2 December, as part of the attempts to curb and control a ‘second 
wave’ of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Like me, you probably heard this news with a mixture of resignation, 
frustration, disappointment and sadness.  At the time of (re!-)writing this letter, 
I am awaiting an official communication setting out the impact of these new 
rules on our churches, but alas I can confirm (writing as I am at 10pm on 
Saturday night) that public worship will be prohibited from Thursday 5 
November, although our churches will remain open for individual prayer.  
Funerals may take place but weddings may not.  I will be in touch with you 
when I know more.  Until then our regular pattern of worship continues, and 
even when public worship is prohibited, the offering of the daily Eucharist in 
our parish will continue ‘for the praise and glory of God’s holy Name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church.’ 
 
 Please do all you can to be kind to yourselves (importantly!) and also 
to other people.  We have all had more than enough of this crisis with which 
we have been living for over seven months now and which looks set to 
continue well into the New Year.  But we are also learning lessons – about 
ourselves and about others. 
 

For myself I call to mind, and to you I commend, that inspiring 
exhortation of St Paul (who regularly had had ‘more than enough!’) in his letter 
to the Galatians: ‘Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil 
the law of Christ…  So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we 
will reap at harvest time if we do not give up.  So then, whenever we have 
an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of 
the family of faith’ (Galatians 6.2, 9-10).  This is wise counsel for us all to lay 
seriously to heart, and to act upon. 
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 Never, perhaps, are 
we more conscious that in 
the body of Christ we really 
do ‘bear one another 
burdens’ than at All 
Saintstide, with which we 
begin this month of 
November.  All Saints’ Day 
falls on a Sunday this year 
and gives us the most 
wonderful vision of the 
triumph of God’s grace in the 
lives of ordinary people like 
us who chose to open 
themselves fully to the power 
and activity of the Spirit 
working within them.  They 
inspire us with their 
examples, encourage us with 
their fellowship and support 
us with their prayers.  In the 
Resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from the dead 
(the ‘first fruits’ of all who 
sleep) they are bound 
together with us in one single 
communion of faith and love 
which death is powerless to break.  No social distancing here!  We are indeed 
one society, one body – militant and struggling here on earth, expectant 
beyond the grave, triumphant in glory.  One hymn expresses it like this: 
 
 One family we dwell in him, 
 One church above, beneath, 
 Though now divided by the stream, 
 The narrow stream of death. 
 
 Thanksgiving for the glory of God revealed in his saints is one part of 
what we profess in the Creed: ‘I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints.’  Another aspect of that same profession of faith is our 
belief that we may indeed pray for the dead.  Many Christians, as sincere as 

The candles of the faithful burning before 
the restored image of Our Lady of 
Walsingham in St John’s Timberhill 
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we are, do not believe this.  Yet since the earliest days of the Church and 
around the world, prayer for those who have gone before us ‘marked with the 
sign of faith’ has been considered a natural and normal part of our faith in ‘the 
Resurrection of the Body and the life of the world to come.’  If I cannot pray 
in love for those who have died, if I cannot hope that I and they might be 
reconciled where once we were divided, if I cannot desire that their 
knowledge and love of God might grow greater in the next life than it was in 
this – well, then, to borrow some words of St Paul, ‘If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied’ (I Corinthians 15.19). 
 
 ‘BUT,’ he goes on, ‘IN FACT Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have died!’  And whenever we enter through prayer 
into the mystery of God’s loving purposes for all his children, and whenever 
we make Eucharist together, the dead – our own departed loved ones, yes, 
and also that vast multitude (as the Carol Service says) ‘which no man can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh and with whom, in this 
Lord Jesus, we for ever more are one’ – are very close to us.  So our 
consciousness of the Saints and the Holy Souls in November should be 
deepening our faith in the Resurrection of Christ, the only basis of our hope 
and the means by which we brothers and sisters in him can truly ‘bear one 
another’s burdens’ and so ‘fulfil the law of Christ.’ 
 
 At the First Evening Prayer of All Saints’ Day tonight, we used this 
wonderful antiphon: ‘The saints were singing a new song at the throne of God 
and the Lamb, and the earth rang to the sound of their voices.  Alleluia.’  May 
our voices join with theirs in one chorus of exultant praise! 
 
 You are never alone. 
 

Your friend and parish priest, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O how glorious is the Kingdom, wherein all the Saints rejoice with Christ!  
Clothed in white robes, they follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 
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Sunday 1 November • All Saints’ Day 
 

9am Low Mass 
at St Julian’s 

 

11am Solemn Mass 
at St John’s 

 

6pm Low Mass and Benediction 
at St John’s 

 

 
 

Monday 2 November • All Souls’ Day 
 

10am Low Mass of Requiem 
at St Julian’s 

 

12 noon Low Mass of Requiem 
at St John’s 

 

7.30pm Solemn Mass of Requiem 
at St John’s 

 

 

From the Parish Registers 
 
Communicants and collections 
 

 Sunday Weekday Collection 

Week beginning 27 September 57 69  £243.70 
 4 October 65 52    £92.25 
 11 October 65 43  £305.80 
 18 October 65 44  £210.00 
 25 October 45 42  £281.96 
 
The collection figure above does not include the amount given by standing order, 
which averages £2,850 a month. 
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Parish notes 
 

Parish elections 
We thank all who attended the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 

Saturday 24 October.  Copies of the Annual Report and Financial Statements 
for 2019 are still available, together with copies of the Parish Priest’s address 
to the meeting.  Shirley Buxton and Gudrun Warren were elected as 
Churchwardens of the Parish for the coming year.  Liz Kilshaw and Rhys Lewis 
were elected to the Deanery Synod.  Mary Barnes-Clay, Andrew Knights, 
Susan Snasdell, Elizabeth Sutherland, Melissa Symes and Nigel Waller were 
elected to serve on the PCC, to which Fr Peter Barnes-Clay and Chris Bushnell 
were subsequently co-opted.  We thank them all for their willingness to serve 
us and this parish.  Pray for them and support them!  There are still three 
vacancies on the PCC and one on the Deanery Synod. 
 

Parish administration 
Your PCC is exploring the possibility of appointing a part-time 

administrator to put our parish organisation on a more secure footing, provide 
some secretarial support to the clergy, and to free the Parish Priest from routine 
administration so that he can give the time he would wish to his pastoral and 
sacramental work.  A small working party met at the Rectory on 22 October 
and made great progress, and will be making some recommendations to the 
PCC at its next meeting. 

 
 

 
Right: The indefatigable 
Mary Barnes-Clay and 
Elizabeth Sutherland hard 
at work polishing brass 
and silver for the sacristy 
during our Big Clean of St 
John’s on Saturday 31 
October in preparation 
for All Saints’ Day.  We 
warmly thank the sixteen 
generous volunteers who 
gave their time to dust, 
vacuum, dig, rake, scrub, 
polish, wipe and 
otherwise vanquish dirt! 
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News from the Norwich Foodbank 

 
e sent £182.48 to the 
Norwich Foodbank from a 
retiring collection on the 

Harvest Thanksgiving (20 September), 
and also continue to send regular 
contributions of foodstuffs thanks to the 
generosity of our Church Family and 
visitors.  We’ve received news from the 
Foodbank about their recent activities – 
here are some extracts: 
 

‘You may have heard that we have changed the way we operate since 
the formal lockdown at the end of March to support those most in need at this 
time – this means delivery to people’s homes and extra warehouse space to 
allow us to practice social distancing safely.  Gifts such as yours are 
significantly supporting us at this time as costs increase, as we buy in foodstuffs 
to help us continue to make nutritionally-balanced three day parcels, 
purchase fresh items such as bread, eggs, fruit and vegetables to complement 
the ambient food we distribute, and pay volunteer mileage for deliveries.’ 
 

‘Norwich Foodbank [saw] a 42% increase in the number of vouchers 
being issued in the three weeks from 23 March 2020 compared with the same 
time in 2019, and a massive 92% increase in the number of those aged 65+ 
being referred to us.  In terms of household make-up, we’ve seen a 69% 
increase in families with 2+ adults and 1+ children and anecdotally have 
heard of grandparents or older siblings moving in with family members, and 
this having a detrimental impact on finances.’ 
 

‘As well as food, we have been supporting households with essential 
toiletries such as toilet roll, shower gel and sanitary products, and thank 
donors for giving these items as well as food – we are very well stocked with 
all toiletries!  We have also been able to give out pet food, and this has been 
gratefully received by those with animals at home.’ 

 

Current needs at the Foodbank include tinned custard, ring-pull tinned 
vegetables (especially carrots, sweetcorn and green beans), tinned potatoes, 
tinned rice pudding, snack bars (e.g. breakfast biscuits), deodorants and 
shampoo.  Gifts can always be brought to church or delivered to the Rectory. 

W 
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It was just like a family coming together… 
 

…in order to share time with God.  The Julian Meeting met for the first time 
since March in St Julian’s Church this morning (9 October 2020) and it was 
lovely to see and simply be with old friends again.  (Julian Meetings meet from 
10.30-11.00am on the second Friday of each month in St Julian’s Church.) 
 

But what is a Julian Meeting?  During the ’sixties and ’seventies, 
Europe and America were opening up their minds and hearts to spiritualities 
from the East.  The Beatles were in their heyday, spreading the seeds of 
Transcendental Meditation.  We realized that in the West we were missing 
out a significant part of our heritage as Christians.  Contemplation.  Inspired 
by the Holy Spirit – and tested by God: the initial responses from the three 
main Christian leaders in the UK were, to put it bluntly, negative – Hilary 
Wakeman wrote some letters to church newspapers seeking an ecumenical 
‘religious order’, ordinary folk, living in the world but practising contemplative 
prayer. 
 

And the response, writes Hilary, was ‘wonderful’ (copies of Circles of 
Silence, edited by Fr Robert Llewelyn, in which Hilary writes a brief history of 
JM are available on loan from the Julian Centre Library).  ‘Within a week or 
two’ continues Hilary, ‘I had 166 letters.’  And so Julian Meetings was born 
and dear Hilary describes herself as the ‘inadvertent founder’ (!). 
 

In America too, about the same time, Fr John-Julian, also aware of the 
need to encourage contemplation in the Church, founded the Order of Julian 
of Norwich.  Today, Julian Meetings are known throughout the world.  
 

So, what happens in a Julian Meeting?  We become more deeply 
aware of the presence of God.  We become aware of our breathing and we 
allow ourselves to relax.  A brief reading (frequently but not always from 
Julian’s writings – in time, I’d like to include some readings from her 
contemporaries) serves as a way into a time of silence, a springboard, if you 
like, into a time of contemplation.  Often, the same passage is read a second 
time as we gradually ‘come back,’ as it were ‘into the present and very real 
world,’ knowing that we’ve shared some precious time with God. 
 

Fr Robert wrote some very simple lines as a way into prayer which I’d 
like to close with: Relax your body … and quieten your mind … be open to 
God in the silence … God is with you here and now … do not strive or be 
anxious … be silent, be still … and let God reach you, let God love you. Amen. 
 

Luke Penkett CJN ObJN 
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November 2020 
 
  1 Sun ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
  2 Mon ALL SOULS’ DAY.  10am & 12 noon LM; 7.30pm SM. 
  3 Tue St Martin de Porres 
  4 Wed St Charles Borromeo 
  5 Thu of Requiem 
  6 Fri  of the Sacred Heart 
  7 Sat  of Requiem 
 
  8 Sun The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (III before Advent): 
   Remembrance Sunday 
  9 Mon Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
10 Tue St Leo the Great 
11 Wed St Martin of Tours 
12 Thu St Josaphat 
13 Fri  Feria 
14 Sat  of Requiem 
 
15 Sun The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (II before Advent) 
16 Mon St Edmund of Abingdon 
17 Tue St Hugh of Lincoln 
18 Wed Feria 
19 Thu of Requiem 
20 Fri  St Edmund, King of East Anglia 
21 Sat  The Presentation of Our Lady 
 
22 Sun CHRIST THE KING 
23 Mon St Clement 
24 Tue St Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 
25 Wed Feria 
26 Thu of Requiem 
27 Fri  of Requiem 
28 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday 
 
29 Sun The First Sunday of Advent (Lectionary Year B begins) 
30 Mon St Andrew the Apostle 
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We pray for… 
 
Our Parish and People: Thanksgiving for the Saints of God  1 
The Faithful Departed 2 
Those suffering from Coronavirus disease 3 
Seminarians, particularly Edwin Wilton-Morgan 4 
Year’s Minds for November 5 
Social Services 6 
Those who have died in the pandemic 7 
 
(9am and 6pm) Our Parish and People  8 
(10.55am) The War Dead 
Pope Francis 9 
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury 10 
Our parish clergy 11 
Orthodox Christians 12 
The sick, lonely and bereaved 13 
Departed clergy of this parish 14 
 
Our Parish and People 15 
All peacemakers 16 
Norman and Graham our Bishops 17 
Christian Unity 18 
Departed laity of this parish 19 
The abused 20 
The Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham 21 
 
Our Parish and People 22 
Mariners 23 
Thanksgiving for the Vietnamese Martyrs 24 
Integrity in public life 25 
Departed members of the Guild of All Souls and all the Catholic Societies 26 
The dead who have no-one to pray for them 27 
Peace in the world 28 
 
Our Parish and People 29 
The people of Scotland 30 
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What is happening at St Julian’s? 
 

ovember begins with All Saints’ Day, 
the Patronal Festival of the 
Community of All Hallows whose 

members lived and served in our parish from 
the 1880s until February 2018 when Sister 
Pamela CAH, the last Sister in residence, 
moved to Bunessan on Mull.  All Hallows 
House on Rouen Road, built as a home for 
Sisters and a place of hospitality, now awaits 
a new chapter, and this offers a unique 
opportunity to develop the work across the 
whole St Julian’s site – church, churchyard, 
Julian Centre and All Hallows House. 
 

Plans are now moving ahead to offer 
a unified development of the mission and 
ministry focused on the Cell of the Lady 
Julian of Norwich in St Julian’s Church.  This 
is to be overseen by a new Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation, the ‘Julian 
Partnership’, supported by the Diocese of Norwich, Norwich Cathedral, the 
Parish of Timberhill, the Community of All Hallows, the Friends of Julian of 
Norwich and other partners from across the city.  Working together it is hoped 
to be able to provide a fitting way to honour and keep alive the influence of 
the life and writings of the internationally renowned Mother Julian, whose 
Shrine has been a feature of our parish for many decades. 
 

We’re calling the whole site ‘the Julian Campus’, and the aim is for it 
to be a place of welcome, tranquillity, study, spirituality and mission, inspired 
by the teaching and witness of Julian of Norwich.  Flowing from this it is hoped 
that the Campus will be a focus of service to the city, especially in more 
deprived areas, a focus for the mission of the Church within a specifically 
catholic tradition, and a focus for evolving the Religious Life, building on the 
work of the Community of All Hallows to whom we in our parish owe so 
much. 
 

Generous finances have been secured for the next three years to 
support the Campus as it moves towards being self-sustaining.  Inevitably the 

N 
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implementation of this plan has been delayed by the Coronavirus pandemic, 
but in September Fr Richard Stanton was licensed as the first Priest Director 
of the Campus, in addition to his role as Parish Priest.  The Julian Partnership 
is now in the process of being legally established, with the assistance of the 
Charity Commission, and once this has happened the Community of All 
Hallows will formally lease All Hallows House and the Julian Centre to the 
Julian Partnership.  At the same time quotes are being obtained for work to 
the House and the Centre to deliver a simple but effective refurbishment to 
bring the buildings up to standard for a new era. 
 

In addition to the Priest Director’s part time role, we also hope to have 
an additional member of the clergy to minister from the Julian Campus, and 
also plan to appoint a residential House Steward who will oversee on-site 
hospitality.  We are deeply grateful to the Community of All Hallows in 
generously supporting the refurbishment and in funding the House Steward 
for three years.  The Friends of Julian of Norwich are also generously 
supporting the refurnishing of All Hallows House and, for the next three years, 
contributing to the stipend of the Priest Director. 
 

The delays created by the pandemic have added complexity to this 
challenging project and your prayers and warm support will be needed in the 
coming months as we seek to nurture a vibrant and exciting centre of Catholic 
vision and witness in the heart of the Lady Julian’s city of Norwich. 

 

 

Guests and stewards 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
at the Solemn Mass on the Twenty-Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time: 
11 October 2020 
 

Lections Isaiah 25.6-10a:  The Lord will prepare for all peoples a banquet 
 Philippians 4.12-14, 19-20:  The help of the One who gives me strength 
 St Matthew 22.1-14:  Those invited to the wedding feast 
 

‘The wedding hall was filled with guests.’ (St Matthew 22.10) 
 

s guests at a wedding feast, we have gathered this morning for the 
celebration of the Eucharist, a sign and foretaste of the eternal banquet 
in the kingdom which Isaiah evoked for us with such lavish imagery: ‘a 

banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, of food rich and juicy.’  A 
banquet, moreover, at which wrongs will be righted, the shroud of death 

A 
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removed, tears wiped from every cheek, shame taken away.  Such is the 
coming of the Lord to his people; on that day it will be said, Isaiah proclaimed, 
‘See this is our God in whom we hoped for salvation; we exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us.’ 
 

So exultation and rejoicing are keynotes of the life of the Church, the 
family gathered from all nations and alive with the Spirit of Pentecost, formed 
into the new humanity, a living temple where God may dwell.  The call to 
salvation is universal and open to all, and Christ, our good shepherd, our host 
and our food, wants to lead us all together to the banquet of eternal life, to 
enter with him into the joy of the wedding feast. 
 

Yet there is in all of us a weird, corrosive, inordinate attachment to 
lesser things, lesser goods.  Said the king in the parable to his guests: 
‘Everything is ready, come to the wedding!’  But, St Matthew goes on, ‘they 
were not interested.’  So violently attached were they to the things they were 
pursuing that they maltreat and kill the messengers sent out to call them to the 
wedding feast: so it’s not just that lesser goods are distracting us or make us 
indifferent, but also that sin works within us to generate a forceful resistance 
to the summons of God.  Thus all of us who are Christians are engaged in a 
real spiritual struggle, which St Paul verbalised for us when he said, ‘I do not 
understand my own actions.  For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate…  So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil 
lies close at hand.’ 
 

In this morning’s Gospel the Lord warns us about the seriousness of 
sin and our fight with it, contending as we do against corruption among us 
and within us.  Not, perhaps, popular or easy language, and yet necessary and 
salutary for a Church which this week has had its historic failings in the 
safeguarding of children laid open publicly and necessarily.  The Church 
(which is all of us) needs to reckon seriously with the demands and obligations 
reiterated for us by the publication of this week’s report, which compel us to 
renew our efforts to work together to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all 
who are called together from the highways and byways of the world into the 
feast of the Lamb and the life of his people.  We are naïve if we underestimate 
the power working within all of us which turns us away from the life and 
liberty of the Gospel, and the structures and patterns of the Church’s life need 
to be renewed at every level so that the life which Jesus came to bring may be 
shared abundantly by all. 
 

The present inadequate formation of the clergy, the failure of 
responsibility among leaders in grand offices and palaces as well as vicarages 
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and vestries, our lack of imagination and compassion for all who are 
vulnerable and all who are tempted, and the ways in which even the best-
meaning parishes can end up conspiring together in the creation of negative 
or broken interpersonal cultures: all of this stands as a challenge to the Church 
which believes in the endless possibilities of life in Christ, whose Heart of 
Love, as one prayer puts it, ‘was 
moved with compassion for all who 
had gone astray and with indignation 
for all who had suffered wrong.’  And 
change, for all of us, is possible, since, 
as St Paul put it in the Epistle, ‘there is 
nothing I cannot master with the help 
of the One who gives me strength.’ 
 

What we are about, here on 
Timberhill and St Julian’s Alley, is the 
formation and nurturing of a Christian 
community of such faithfulness, 
joyfulness and integrity that it stands 
as a compelling witness to the truth of 
the Gospel we proclaim.  When we 
fail in this work, the hollowness rings 
loud and clear.  When it works and 
comes alive in the Spirit, it is an image 
and anticipation here on this earth of 
that new world where Christ reveals 
the fullness of his peace.  It is a costly 
work: it costs time, energy, money, 
love, patience and hope.  We are invited to work together, not alone, to 
advance the reign of Christ among us, within us and around us, and today we 
give particular thanks for all whose generosity with their talents, skills, time, 
faithfulness in worship and financial giving sustains and nourishes our 
corporate life. 
  

Many of you will know that two years ago the financial condition of 
this parish was parlous, to put it mildly, and we have made huge strides since 
then in renewing our commitment to Christian Stewardship, which means the 
entrusting of our whole life to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Your giving of money 
and energy, the work of your hands, your time and fidelity are the fuel by 
which the fire of the Spirit burns stronger and brighter among us. 
 

Our Lady and Child in St Julian’s on 
the Feast of SS Simon & Jude,  

28 October 2020 
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This year we expect to spend some £90,000 on the provision of 
Christian witness, service and ministry through our two churches.  Today we 
thank and acknowledge all whose generosity makes this mission of love 
possible, we reconsider our own commitment, and we invite others to join us 
in this shared labour, particularly through the planned giving scheme which 
is the bedrock of our finances and through finding real, imaginative ways to 
work together so that we can say of each other, with St Paul in the epistle, ‘It 
was good of you to share with me in my hardships.  In return my God will 
fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only God can.’ 
 

The extent of God’s lavish love is revealed principally not in well-
matured wines or rich food at a wedding, but in the life, death and 
Resurrection of Christ: a pattern of self-giving love which has become the 
prototype for all who are baptised into him, all who have died with him and 
begun to live a new life.  Within this new life there is no place for self-
satisfaction or entitlement, no room for smugness or superiority.  We may, yes, 
have been called to the wedding feast, but sitting back and merely enjoying 
our good things is evidence that we have learned and gained nothing at all.  
How far does my manner of life, my self-centeredness or my capriciousness 
mean that I am actually rejecting the invitation extended to me, displayed so 
proudly on my mantlepiece?  The king sent out his servants not to those who 
had bought a ticket or had invested and were expecting dividends, but to those 
who were invited. 
 

Our place at the feast is a gift, free but costly, and it places upon us 
the demand to find and wear a wedding garment.  The wedding garment is an 
image of charity, which, says St Peter, ‘covers a multitude of sins.’  More than 
that, we who are baptised into Christ have, St Paul tells us, already ‘clothed 
ourselves with Christ’, not having a righteousness of our own.  Our own Julian 
of Norwich expresses it like this: ‘He is our clothing, who wraps and enfolds 
us for love, embraces us and shelters us, surrounds us for his love, which is so 
tender that he may never desert us.’ 
 

Clothed as we are in this way, how could we fail to desire the same 
clothing for others, a place at the same feast, the joy of the same kingdom?  
Even as we thank God today for the generosity by which we show that we are 
‘fellow workers with him’ for the sake of the Gospel, we know in truth that 
none of us is worthy of these things, that it could well be said of us, as the 
king said of his guests, ‘Those who were invited were not worthy.’  And if we 
dared reply, what could we possibly say except, in one version of the words 
we say when invited to the Eucharist, ‘Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.’ 
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Standing within the gates 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
at the Solemn Mass on the Feast of the Dedication of the Church: 
25 October 2020 
 

Lections I Kings 8. 22-23, 27-30:  Will God really live with men on the earth? 
 Hebrews 12.18-19, 22-24:  You have come to Mount Zion 
 St Matthew 21.12-16:  My house shall be called a house of prayer 
 

‘Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.’  (Psalm 122.2) 
 

he fabric of a church is the most exalted building that may be erected 
by man.  It is presumably built not for a day but for generations.  It 
must not only fulfil the exact requirements of the parish for which it 

is erected, but it must show forth in every line the essential nature of the vast 
spiritual power it is to manifest in visible form.’  So wrote the prolific and 
influential American architect Ralph Adams Cram.  Today we give thanks for 
the consecrated fabric of this church, rebuilt on the site of its predecessors 
exactly six hundred years ago in 1420.  For us, we say of our parish church, 
as the patriarch Jacob put it when he awoke from sleep on the road from Beer-
sheba to Haran: ‘Surely the Lord is in this place – and I did not know it!’  And 
he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place!  This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ 
 

Here, where the very stones are soaked with the prayer of generations, 
we apprehend the mystery and majesty, the closeness and comfort of the 
presence of God, whom, as wise King Solomon acknowledged in the first 
lesson, ‘the heavens and their own heavens cannot contain’.  Here, in this 
place, the Family of the Church gathers to advance joyfully together along the 
pilgrim way of salvation, formed by the living Christ whom we encounter here 
in the Scriptures, nourished by the sacramental life of his Church – washed, 
fed, forgiven. 
 

Here we learn what it means to be part of that universal family in 
which ‘everyone is a “first-born son” [that is, adopted into Christ the Son] and 
a citizen of heaven’.  This church is an embassy of the coming Kingdom, and 
you who are citizens of that Kingdom leave the church on a diplomatic 
mission as ambassadors for it, witnesses in the world of the way of the Gospel, 
which is not of this world.  Here are our feet really are standing within the 
gates – on the ground – of Jerusalem, that new Jerusalem which is the vision 
of God’s peace and justice. 

‘T 
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The building, hallowed, consecrated and set apart for the purposes of 
God, comes to life when we celebrate the liturgy here together.  The liturgical 
act – with magnificence and splendour on great feasts, with simplicity day by 
day – is what forms and re-forms us as God’s People, and so although our 
worship may sometimes appear to be confusing or opaque, it is trying to 
express something of the true dignity and worth not only of the God whom 
we proclaim here but also of us, his People, made his own through Baptism.  
Beauty, aesthetics, ritual: these things are not enough on their own – indeed, 
worse than that, they are empty forms, ‘noisy gongs or clanging cymbals’ (as 
St Paul might say) unless by what they express they are teaching us the true 
inner beauty and dignity which is ours as people reborn, redeemed, remade 
in Christ. 
 

Nothing which we do here should stop at the door of the church: what 
goes on here, day by day and week by week, is the slow, gentle, persistent, 
faithful moulding of a people (as our Patron John the Baptist was sent to do) 
‘made ready, prepared for the Lord’.  All churches suffer from the invidious 
temptation to allow the life of their members and the way people relate to one 
another to degenerate; in a church such as this, where we pursue excellence 
and the highest standards in the outward form of worship and Christian living, 
we cannot allow ourselves to settle for anything less than similar excellence 
and high standards in the inward disposition of our hearts, which is what, dare 
I say it, God really cares about.  The failure to understand this is one of the 
things which has crippled the Catholic movement in the Church of England, 
and each of us is called to drive out from our own temple all that is opposed 
to the values and purposes of the Kingdom of which this is an embassy.  
Otherwise, this house of prayer becomes merely ‘a den of robbers’. 
 

During the early months of the pandemic when our churches were 
closed by law, there was considerable debate in the press and online about 
the value of church buildings.  Do they get in the way of the real mission and 
purpose of the Christian community?  Do they distract us so that we fetishise 
them or obsess over them?  Are they simply idols which prevent us from fully 
realising that more challenging truth that we ourselves (as the Communion 
Antiphon today puts it) ‘are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwells 
in us’?  Do they drain our money and resources in an unacceptable and indeed 
unChristian way?  If this church burned down tomorrow, with all its beautiful 
fittings, its organ, its vestments, laces and relics, who would gather next 
Sunday for the Parish Mass in a nearby car park? 
 

It is important to ask these questions honestly and seriously, as part of 
our corporate examination of conscience.  How can our buildings be best 
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used to serve the purposes of God in and for his world?  In this parish, forty 
years ago, the Church Family decided to move from one church building to 
another.  My predecessor Fr Michael McLean tells the story like this: ‘During 
the Second World War the crowded parish was heavily bombed.  Later the 
population was further dispersed by clearances and redevelopment.  By 1976 
this church was simply one of four within the newly-formed but depopulated 
inner-city parish of Parmentergate.  But in 1980 the congregation of St Peter 
Parmentergate, tucked away in King Street, decided to take the bold step of 
transferring their worship to Timberhill, one of the busiest parts of the city…  
Those of us who worship at Timberhill have tried to make in the heart of the 
city a place where the Liturgy can be joyfully offered to the glory of God, and 
where his people can find refreshment, forgiveness and peace.’ 
 

This is our calling today no less than it was then, but new occasions 
teach new duties and we need to be constantly alert for the ways in which we 
are being called to serve, to proclaim the Gospel and to live the Christian life 
today.  While Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and for ever, in the 
practicalities of his Church’s life some things prove their worth and are 
retained; others are useful for a season and then can be set aside.  What we 
are about here, on Timberhill and St Julian’s Alley, is Catholic worship, Gospel 
preaching and joyful service.  If we can present the Gospel with imagination, 
courtesy and intelligence; if we can offer the highest standards in worship and 
Christian preaching; if we can show by our care, compassion and 
attentiveness that the community around us and in which these consecrated 
buildings are set really is of interest to God and therefore to us his people – 
then we will be expressing something of what it means to be ‘living stones’ 
ourselves, ushering in through the work we do here and the life we live 
together as a family the coming Kingdom which was proclaimed in today’s 
Gospel when the children cried out in the first Holy Week, ‘Hosanna to the 
Son of David!’  ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 
 

The richness of the imagery of the prayers and readings for the Feast 
of the Dedication of the Church pulls us back again and again to Jerusalem 
above, of which we are citizens, children and heirs, and of which these earthly 
buildings, which one day will only be dust and ashes, are a sign and a pledge.  
The annual Feast of the Dedication celebrates God’s faithfulness to his people 
and invites us to rejoice that through the mysteries we celebrate here our feet 
really are standing already within the gates of Jerusalem.  How can we, 
moulded and formed as the living stones of this Church, offer less in response 
than ‘lives that are holy, and hearts that are true’? 
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On the cover 
‘A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden.’  
Late October 2020 
on Timberhill. 
Photo: ROS 

WORSHIP WITH US 
 

We warmly welcome you. 
 

Sundays 9am Low Mass St Julian’s 
 11am Solemn Mass and Sermon St John’s 
 6pm Low Mass and Benediction St John’s 
 
Weekdays 
The Mass Monday 10am St Julian’s 
 Tuesday 12 noon St John’s 
 Wednesday 10am St Julian’s 
 Thursday 12 noon St John’s 
 Friday 5pm St Julian’s 
 Saturday 12 noon St John’s 
 

The Rosary Monday 10.30am St Julian’s 
 

Morning and Evening Prayer 
The Daily Office is currently said privately in 
church, before opening and after closing 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
   Physically-distanced Confessions may be heard  

at any time by arrangement with the Parish Priest 
 

St John’s and St Julian’s are both open daily for prayer, quiet and 
visiting (except St John’s which is currently closed on Mondays).  The 
Blessed Sacrament is reserved on the High Altar of both churches for 
the Communion of the Sick and the devotion of the faithful. 
 

We warmly welcome enquiries about baptisms and weddings. 
We will be pleased to help you in any way we can. 
 
 

 stjohnstimberhill.org   
  

 stjohnthebaptisttimberhill 
 


