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PARISH PEOPLE 
 

Parish Priest Fr Richard Stanton 
 The Rectory, 8 Kilderkin Way, Norwich NR1 1RD 
 01603 626104 
 richard_stanton@btinternet.com 

 

 Fr Richard’s rest day is Monday. 
 

Churchwardens Simon Owers 
 Farthingale Hall, Tibenham NR16 1PB 
 07507681908 

 

 Shirley Buxton 
 32 Mansel Drive, Old Catton, Norwich NR6 7NB 

 01603 404438 
 

PCC Secretary Liz Kilshaw 
 

PCC Treasurer Chris Bushnell 
 

Gift Aid Secretary Michael Watson 
 

Organist Keith Buxton 
 

Head Server John Foottit 
 

Electoral Roll Secretary Elizabeth Sutherland 
 

Deanery Synod representatives 
Shirley Buxton, Andrew Gray, Liz Kilshaw 
 

Parochial Church Council 
Mary Barnes-Clay, Fr Peter Barnes-Clay, Frank Feehan, Andrew Knights, 
Michael Rayner, Susan Snasdell, Elizabeth Sutherland, Nigel Waller 
 

Sidespeople 
Garret Cronin, Barbara Donnelly, Andrew Knights (Senior Sidesman), 
Michael Rayner, Wendy Rayner, Nichola Rose, Diane Sheen, Susan 
Snasdell, Dorothy Tinkler, Richard Tinkler, Stuart Tinkler, John Woodrow 
 

 

The Julian Centre Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 1QT 
01603 767380 • www.julianofnorwich.org 
The Centre is currently open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, from 
10.30am to 3.30pm 
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Living stones, by God appointed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 At the Solemn Mass for Michaelmas last Tuesday evening, Rhys, our 
candidate for Confirmation, read the first lesson (Genesis 28.10-17) which told 
of Jacob’s dream, in which, leaving Beer-sheba and heading towards Haran, 
the Patriarch slept for a night and dreamt that he saw a ladder reaching up 
into heaven, with the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  When 
Jacob awoke, the reading concluded, he said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place 
– and I did not know it!’  And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this 
place!  This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven!’ 
 
 The People of God have loved to take these words and apply them to 
our church buildings: consecrated spaces set apart as signs of God’s holiness 
and presence on earth, ‘tents’ which shelter the altar on which the sacrifice of 
Christ is presented, homes in which the Family of the Church gathers and from 
which we go into the world in love and service, nurtured by our sacramental 
life.  At the end of this month we give thanks for our two churches, St John’s 
and St Julian’s, when we keep the Feast of the Dedication of the Church on 
Sunday 25 October.  It is a great and glorious day in the life of any church. 
 

Churches which know the date when they were consecrated usually 
celebrate the anniversary on the proper day, but if the date is unknown or 
there is some other good reason, a parish is free to choose another appropriate 
day on which to give thanks for ‘the house of God and gate of heaven’ in this 
particular place.  The date of the consecration of St John’s is lost in the mists 
of time; St Julian’s was dedicated on 8 May 1953 (the anniversary of the Lady 
Julian’s Shewings in 1373) but since 1980 this date has been kept in the 
Church’s calendar as the feast of the Lady Julian.  So we celebrate the 
consecration of both our churches together on the last Sunday in October, 
where this major feast, which directs our thoughts to the heavenly Jerusalem 
of which ‘this earthly temple’ is a sign and foretaste, makes a fine prelude to 
All Saintstide as we rejoice in our communion with all the saints, living and 
departed.  We then pray on All Souls’ Day for the Departed who have gone 
before us marked with the sign of the Cross, not least all benefactors and past 
worshippers in our own churches, where (as we sing) ‘the stones that have 
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echoed their praises are holy, and dear is the ground where their feet have 
once trod.’ 
 
 ‘Yet here,’ the hymn goes on, ‘they confessed they were strangers and 
pilgrims, and still they were seeking the city of God.’  Our churches are the 
tents of a pilgrim people, a people on the move.  We are looking for that new 
Jerusalem which is above, which is the mother of us all; the city which is to 
come, whose architect and builder is God, the place where righteousness will 
be at home. 
 

We should love our church buildings and devote real care and effort 
to them; they should be pristine yet homely, speaking to us both of the mystery 
and majesty of God and driving us to our knees, yet also witnessing to his 
closeness and the intimacy of his love for us, our Father in whom we live and 
move and have our being.  The church building should be a place of welcome 

The Bishop of Norwich, the Parish Priest and the Bishop of Richborough after 
Fr Richard’s Licensing during Choral Evensong and Benediction on 

Tuesday 8 September, the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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and true hospitality, where all people are at home.  The open doors of our two 
churches, day by day, and the efforts of those who make this possible at the 
moment through the daily cleaning and sanitising, are eloquent testimonies to 
the gracious generosity and openness of the Heart of our Saviour, from which 
all may draw living water.  To the tired, to the hopeful, to the devout, to the 
careless, to the fragile, to the hurried, they speak of peace, hope, joy and 
acceptance.  Churches – our churches – are places of encounter with the true 
and living God, where he reveals his presence in sacramental signs and makes 
us one with him, citizens of heaven. 

 
But we should not make a fetish of our church buildings; we are, after 

all, not an antiquarian society for the preservation of ancient structures, but 
the living body of a living Lord.  If the claim which our faith makes on us stops 
when we have lit a candle at a shrine, or if we consider that we have advanced 
towards the fullness of the stature of Christ when we understand what to do 
with holy water when we encounter it at the church door, we are wide of the 
mark.  More than that, we have misunderstood what the church building is 
itself for.  The dedication and hallowing of sacred places wells up into the 
dedication and hallowing of people, living people, living stones (as St Peter 
calls them) building a lasting structure where God may dwell. 

 
As Fr Jeremy Haselock put it in his sermon on Timberhill at the 

Dedication Festival last year: ‘Just as the masons who built this church shaped 
the contours of the structure, the tracery of the windows, the physical footprint 
of this “serious house on serious earth”, so we must shape our lives to follow 
the contours of God’s intention for us.  And what will be the identifiable 
outcomes of this shaping?  Kindness, justice, truth, grace, love and 
righteousness on earth!  What a vison!’ 

 
This is the business we are engaged in, here on Timberhill and St 

Julian’s Alley.  It is not easy, but adventures rarely are!  So we are preparing 
for the Feast of the Dedication of the Church by keeping Sunday 11 October, 
two weeks earlier, as Stewardship Sunday: an opportunity to give thanks for 
our reinvigorated and renewed approach to Christian Stewardship and for all 
the blessings which have flowed from your generous response to last autumn’s 
Christian Stewardship Campaign – and to invite fresh commitment and new 
involvement. 

 
We encourage all our members, friends and worshippers to take part 

in the joyful activity of living-out their discipleship through practical 
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involvement in the life of the Church – which means putting our financial 
resources, our time and our talents at the disposal of God, from whom all good 
things come.  Thus we test the measure of our own ‘dedication’, our own 
consecration. 

 
If you don’t yet participate in our planned giving scheme, now might 

be the time to pray about it and see if you could join.  Regular, planned 
support makes a huge difference; indeed, it was that which carried us through 
the lockdown.  This year we will spend £65,000 to fund the provision of 
ministry and mission in this parish, as well as thousands more on utilities, 
sacristy expenses, maintenance and other household bills.  At present we 
invade our reserves to balance our books.  We are fortunate to have very 
modest historic resources which contribute to some of our building (but not 
personnel) costs.  But the bedrock of our finances is the regular, planned giving 
of those who love our churches and value the witness we are trying to bear. 

 
We have made huge strides on our journey to financial health, and I 

am confident that we can make more progress if everybody takes their share 
and everybody accepts the invitation to be involved.  The amount of money 
you give, or the amount of time you can spare, or the quantity of gifts and 
skills that you offer – those things are not important.  What IS important is your 
participation, your commitment – or, to use another word, your dedication. 

 
Dedication is revealed not least in the energy and willingness with 

which people serve our churches.  We will be electing new PCC members, 
Deanery Synod representatives and a Churchwarden at our Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting (delayed from Easter) on Saturday 24 October, the day 
before the Dedication Festival.  We gather at 10.30am in St John’s and finish 
with Mass at 12 noon.  I hope you will come, having read the Annual Report 
which will be available in advance.  Consider standing for election.  We need 
your gifts.  There is work for all who wish to serve.  Above all, pray. 

 
And come and celebrate with your Church Family the next day, our 

Dedication Festival.  We wait for thy loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of 
thy temple. 
 

Your friend and parish priest, 
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Some dates for October 
The month of the Holy Angels 
 

Tuesday 6 October 
7.30pm PCC meeting at St John’s, preceded by Low Mass at 7pm 
 

Sunday 18 October • Feast of St Luke the Evangelist 
Preacher at the 11am Solemn Mass: 
Canon Martin Smith, formerly Vicar of Wymondham Abbey 
 

Saturday 24 October 
10.30am (for a 10.40am start) Election of Churchwardens and Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (St John’s), followed by Low Mass at 12 noon 
 

Wednesday 28 October • Feast of SS Simon and Jude, Apostles 
10am Low Mass (St Julian’s)  
 

Sunday 25 October 
 

Feast of the 
Dedication 
of the Church 
 
 

9am Low Mass at St Julian’s 
 

11am Solemn Mass at St John’s 
 

6pm Choral Evensong 
and Benediction at St John’s 

 
 

Sunday 1 November 
 

All Saints’ Day 
 
 
 

9am Low Mass at St Julian’s 
 

11am Solemn Mass at St John’s 
 

6pm Low Mass & Benediction at St John’s 
 
 

Monday 2 November 
 

All Souls’ Day 
 
 
 

10am Low Mass of Requiem at St Julian’s 
 

12 noon Low Mass of Requiem at St John’s 

 

7.30pm Solemn Mass at St John’s 

 



From the Parish Registers 
 

Communicants and collections 
 

 Sunday Weekday Collection 
Week beginning 30 August 62 27  £255.71 
 6 September 55 39  £170.10 
 13 September 53 34  £509.00 
 20 September 55 66  £120.00 
 27 September 57 69      tbc 

 

The collection figure above does not include the amount given by standing order, 
which averages £2,850 a month. 
 

Holy Confirmation 
 

‘Be sealed with the Holy Spirit’ 
 

29 September  Rhys John Michael LEWIS 
 
Burial of Cremated Remains 

 

‘He will transform our lowly body’ 
 

16 September  John-Paul THOMAS 
 

 

Parish notes 
 

September round-up 
We had a very full September in the parish: warmest thanks to all 

whose help ‘behind the scenes’ made it possible!  Under it all was the ‘cantus 
firmus’ of the daily Eucharist, the heartbeat of our life together.  Fr Richard’s 
Licensing on 8 September was a wonderful occasion, the first Choral Evensong 
(we think) in Norfolk since March, and later that week we were glad to have 
a writer from the University of Dundee in residence at St Julian’s for a couple 
of days, and on the Thursday welcomed a film crew to record material at St 
Julian’s for broadcast on the BBC next year.  On Saturday we participated in 
the Norfolk Churches Trust Sponsored Cycle Ride (welcoming 35 visitors to 
St John’s and 37 to St Julian’s, with thanks to those who ‘staffed’ St John's for 
the day) and Lucy McKitterick cycled 47 miles from Kings Lynn to Norwich, 
visiting 12 churches en route: she raised £220 which has been divided 
between the Norfolk Churches Trust, our own parish and All Saints’ South 
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Lynn, Fr Adrian Ling’s parish.  That evening the Friends of Julian of Norwich 
held their first international AGM (delayed from May because of the 
pandemic), which, chaired by Shirley Buxton, included three short films by Fr 
Richard, the legal business of a charity AGM, questions to Trustees, music by 
Roger Mayor and meditations led by a Companion of Julian of Norwich.  The 
whole thing was a masterful display of technical wizardry which enabled 
participation on multiple continents. 

 
Scaffolding went up at the Julian Centre (now open Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays: do pop in!) and new guttering and fascia work 
has been undertaken.  Plans for the refurbishment of All Hallows House were 
received a few days later, and now await approval.  The Harvest Thanksgiving 
on 20 September was a joyful occasion with beautiful floral displays in our 
churches.  Thank you for your gifts of non-perishable produce for the 
Foodbank and St Martins Housing; we also had a retiring collection after Mass 
and raised £182 for the Foodbank.  Our new ordinand Edwin Wilton-Morgan 
appeared in the sanctuary for the first time at the Solemn Mass that morning.  
Later that week we celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham in style, 
including an evening Solemn Mass at which the restored image of Our Lady 
was rededicated (see the article on page 11): some further improvements to 
the Lady Chapel will follow later this autumn.  Another evening Solemn Mass 
five days later saw us welcoming Bishop Norman to preside from the throne, 
preach and confirm Rhys Lewis as we celebrated the lovely Feast of St 
Michael and All Angels, bringing us to the threshold of October. 

 

Coronavirus 
Over six months since the pandemic began, and now we face rising 

infection rates and increasing restrictions once again.  Please continue to pray 
for one another and uphold each other in love.  Keep in touch: as the autumn 
progresses and the weather worsens some people will be feeling more 
isolated, anxious or nervous – we are called to exercise real Christian kindness 
and compassion to each other.  You can always ring Fr Richard for a chat: he 
is often out, but just leave a message and he’ll call you back.  Use our 
churches for some rest and peace: just come and sit quietly and enjoy the 
silence in the presence of God.  When John Keble felt depressed, he went and 
did something good for somebody else.  Pick someone and do something kind 
for them, phone them, write a card.  Be kind to yourselves and one another.  
Give thanks that we are knit together in a fellowship of love and prayer which 
even death cannot break.  Pray at all times in the Holy Spirit.  And the peace 
of God, said St Paul, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
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This article by Fr Richard was originally written for publication in the autumn (Our 
Lady of the Rosary) 2020 edition of ‘AVE’, the magazine of the Society of Mary 

 

‘See the honour of Mary restored’ 
Restoring an image of Our Lady of Walsingham 
at St John’s Timberhill 
 

n the near-century since July 1922, when Fr Hope Patten first set up the 
image of the Mother and Child, based on the mediaeval seal of the nearby 
Augustinian Priory, in the Guilds Chapel of Little Walsingham’s Parish 

Church, similar images have become a common sight in churches throughout 
our own land, across the Anglican Communion and in the Roman Catholic 
Church and, indeed, wherever the faithful turn to the handmaid of the Lord 
and invoke her under her ancient title: Our Lady of Walsingham. 
 

One such image has just been brilliantly restored by the expert 
conservator Matthew Beesley and was rededicated at a beautiful Solemn Mass 
on the Feast of our Lady of Walsingham, Thursday 24 September, in the Parish 
Church of St John the Baptist, Timberhill, in the heart of the city of Norwich.  
We welcomed as our preacher Fr Ben Bradshaw, Shrine Priest of the Shrine 
of Our Lady, on his first public engagement outside Walsingham since his 
licensing earlier in the month.  Mass concluded with a candlelit procession to 
our Lady’s image where the dedicatory prayers were said, incense and holy 
water offered, the Litany of Our Lady of Walsingham prayed, and the Salve 
Regina sung by the Parish Priest. 
 
 Members of the Church Family are delighted to have our Lady’s image 
returned to the church, from which it had been absent since November last 
year when it was badly damaged in vandalism.  As a city centre parish we 
have a particular vocation and commitment to keeping our doors open 
throughout the week, usually all day every day, and we recognise that while 
this brings many blessings to those who enter to pray, rest or enjoy the quiet, 
it also brings us attendant challenges which keep the social needs of our 
community in our consciousness and invite our compassionate and 
imaginative response.  The Lady Chapel was a rather sorry sight on that 
gloomy damp November evening when I came back from my rest day, but the 
congregation rallied round, order was restored and, as the celebrant of the 
Mass the next morning pointed out, our Lord’s body has already suffered much 
worse. 

I 
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 The links between Walsingham 
and our parish (a pilgrim parish since 
the first years of the revival) are many, 
the present Timberhill parish (the 
largest in the city of Norwich) having 
within its boundary several former 
parishes which were consolidated in 
the 1970s.  Fr Patten preached in the 
parish several times for Fr Paul 
Raybould (Rector of St Peter 
Parmentergate and St Julian’s Norwich 
from 1925 to 1952), an Honorary 
Guardian of the Shrine who, in the 
same year that the Holy House was 
built, commissioned a reredos for St 
Julian’s from James and Lilian Dagless 
who did so much work for Fr Patten in 
those early years and, three years later, 
also produced the reredos in the 
Slipper Chapel. 
 

In 1931, Fr Raybould’s curate, 
Fr Frank Burnett, was one of the four 
deacons who carried our Lady’s image 
in the translation procession from 
Walsingham Parish Church to the Holy House; he later died at sea in 1941 
when HMS Barham, which he was serving as Chaplain, was sunk by enemy 
action.  The late Fr Beau Brandie was keen that more people should know the 
story of Fr Burnett, whom another naval chaplain described to Fr Raybould 
after his death as ‘that splendid priest… a staunch and courageous upholder 
of the Catholic Faith.’  Before the war, Fr Raybould had sung the ‘overflow’ 
High Mass in the Shrine gardens, assisted by the Parmentergate servers, on the 
day the Shrine Church extension was opened in 1938. 

 

One of Fr Raybould’s successors, Fr Charles Seear, ministered at St 
Peter Parmentergate and St Julian’s as Rector from 1956 to 1974, a time of 
great change and challenge in this parish.  After his sudden death, aged 69, at 
the Rectory on 5 January 1974, an image of Our Lady of Walsingham was 
funded by public subscription and set up as Fr Seear’s memorial in St Peter 
Parmentergate, where it was dedicated by the Rt Revd Kenneth Sansbury, 

continued on page 14 

The image of Our Lady of 
Walsingham at St John’s, restored 

by Matthew Beesley and 
rededicated on 24 September 2020 
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October 2020 
 
  1 Thu St Thérèse of Lisieux 
  2 Fri  The Holy Guardian Angels 
  3 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday (of Our Lady, Queen of the Angels) 
 
  4 Sun The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity XVII) 
  5 Mon Feria 
  6 Tue St Bruno.  12 noon & 7pm LM; 7.30pm PCC. 
  7 Wed Our Lady of the Rosary 
  8 Thu of the Holy Angels 
  9 Fri  St Denys (commem. St John Henry Newman) 
10 Sat  St Paulinus of York 
 
11 Sun The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity XVIII) 
12 Mon St Wilfrid 
13 Tue St Edward the Confessor 
14 Wed St Callistus 
15 Thu St Teresa of Avila 
16 Fri  St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
17 Sat  St Ignatius of Antioch 
 
18 Sun St Luke the Evangelist 
19 Mon St Paul of the Cross 
20 Tue of Requiem 
21 Wed Feria (Week XXIX) 
22 Thu Feria 
23 Fri  St John of Capistrano 
24 Sat  St Anthony Mary Claret.  10.30am APCM; 12 noon LM 
 
25 Sun FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH 
   9am LM, 11am SM, 6pm Choral Evensong & Benediction 
26 Mon SS Chad and Cedd 
27 Tue of the Holy Angels 
28 Wed SS Simon and Jude, Apostles 10am LM 
29 Thu Feria 
30 Fri  Feria 
31 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday (Vigil of All Saints) 
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We pray for… 
 
Nuns and Sisters in the Church 1 
Thanksgiving for our heavenly protectors 2 
The sick 3 
 
Our Parish and People  4 
Those rejected by society 5 
The Carthusian Order and (7pm) our PCC 6 
Growth in our life of prayer 7 
World peace 8 
Unity of Christendom 9 
Stephen, Archbishop of York 10 
 
Our Parish and People  11 
Norman and Graham, our Bishops 12 
Our Queen and her Government 13 
Our organist and servers 14 
Contemplatives 15 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 16 
Thanksgiving for the early Christian martyrs 17 
 
Our Parish and People 18 
Thanksgiving for Christian mystics 19 
Year’s Minds for October 20 
Victims of broken homes 21 
Pope Francis 22 
Prisoners of war 23 
An end to slavery in the world 24 
 
Our Parish and People: Thanksgiving for our two churches 25 
 
Increase in vocations to the Religious Life 26 
The homeless 27 
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury 28 
The National Health Service 29 
Refugees 30 
Walsingham and all Shrines of our Lady 31 
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continued from page 11 
formerly Bishop of Singapore, in May 1975, when the sermon was given by 
the Administrator of Walsingham, Fr Alan Careful. 

 

Fr Seear’s successor (1974-86) was Fr Michael McLean, himself 
formerly Shrine Priest at Walsingham under Fr Colin Stephenson.  In June 
1980 he led the Church Family in a visionary decision to leave behind the 
much-loved but isolated St Peter Parmentergate and transfer their worship to 
the mothballed but central St John’s Timberhill, and so the image was brought 
with them.  Faded over the years and repainted a number of times, the 
vandalism in November became an opportunity to give it a glorious 
restoration, funded in part by people who love our Lady and want to see her 
honoured. 

 

The structural repair and consolidation of the image was followed by 
a sensitive and imaginative recolouring under Mr Beesley’s skilled hand and 
excellent eye, using a rich palette of colours derived from surviving mediaeval 
polychroming in the Chapel of King’s College Cambridge, applied using 
traditional methods, glazes and colour washes.  Cyprus raw umber and sienna 

mix as a base, with a layer of alizarin 
crimson on top, gave our Lady her 
beautiful rich red dress; her blue mantle 
has ultramarine blue for its depths and 
cobalt blue light for scumbling over the 
highlights.  The interplay of light and 
shadow was always in the artist’s mind.  
An ancient Verdaccio technique, used 
for icons and early Renaissance 
painting, was deployed for the flesh of 
the faces, with warm rose tints and 
highlights, and the crown was gilded. 

 

The artist’s care and attention to 
detail has modelled for us the lavishness 
and generosity of spirit which should 
characterise our lives as Christians.  We 
have not restored our Lady’s image to 
make of it an idol or to fetishise material 
things over the life of the spirit, but to 
honour Mary and her divine Son, and to 
give glory to God who (as John of 

Fr Ben Bradshaw preaching during 
the Solemn Mass on 24 September 
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Damascus put it) ‘became matter for my sake and deigned to inhabit matter, 
who worked out my salvation through matter.’  And, too, because the world 
and the Church need beauty, visions of truth and loveliness to inspire us on 
our pilgrim journey and strengthen us for service in a needful, hurting world, 
where so many of the children of Jesus are still denigrated in their bodies, their 
humanity crushed and denied. 

 

 We pray that all who look upon this image of the Mother of Jesus and 
her holy Child, enshrined above the Lady Altar on which the sacrifice of Christ 
incarnate is offered and from which his people are fed, may be moved to 
deeper faith, hope and love, and know in their lives the joy which was the 
Holy Family’s happy possession in the Holy House of Nazareth.  ‘So David 
went and brought up the ark of God to the city of David with rejoicing,’ said 
the first lesson at the Mass, ‘and as the ark of the Lord came into the city of 
David, they set it in its place, inside the tent which David had pitched for it.’ 

 

ROS 
 

 

Psalm: 2020 
 

O Lord, hear your people in their distress; give comfort in this time of travail. 
Rescue us from the horrors of this pandemic; deliver us from this deadly 
pestilence. 
In your goodness look upon our cries with mercy and compassion; O Lord, 
hold us fast and save your people. 
We call on you, our God for help; save us from this disease and its sting of 
death. 
 

We weep as the afflicted struggle to breathe; away from their families, too 
many are dying. 
Your people are fearful at the speed this pandemic has spread; defying our 
knowledge of prevention and cure. 
The disease jumps continents, it spreads as wildfire through our cities; our 
efforts to quench it seem in vain as it engulfs each nation. 
O Lord of Heaven and Earth, come to our aid; hear the pleading of your 
people. 
 

‘I hear your cries of anguish; I hearken to your prayers. 
Before this pestilence I heard my people call for Peace throughout the world; 
the call for nations to turn from fighting and discord and listen to each other. 
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Now is the time for all the people of the world to come together; through 
generosity and sharing you will bring an end to Covid distress. 
Your prayers are answered; now hearken to my voice. 
 

You give praise for all creation; yet you have caused harm and destruction. 
You have destroyed great swathes of forest; you have felled the trees that 
give breath to mankind. 
You see the devastation and plead for my help; I hear your cries and give 
you eyes to see and minds to understand. 
Look at the world with the eye of understanding; comprehend the havoc 
man’s greed has wrought. 
 

By your misuse of the wonders and riches of the world, you have brought 
about your own misfortune. 
I look on you with pity, for you were blinded by the desire for an easy life; 
you were engulfed by selfishness and power.  
Greed, envy and selfishness form the world’s greatest sickness; man’s 
grasping for power has caused your downfall. 
I saw you in your distress and took pity on my wayward people; I provided a 
window for you to glimpse what you had lost. 
 

Forced into isolation, man allowed for a moment, time for the earth to 
display her resilience to the pollution caused by the human race. 
In her benevolence, the earth was bathed in clear, clean air; you, my people 
breathed deep and remembered the delight of bright colours. 
You looked clearly on the wonders of creation with new eyes and 
understood what they had lost; it brought comfort in those days of death. 
O foolish people, who harden your hearts and do not learn; how quickly 
you forget and give way to your desires and weaknesses. 
 

I reach down to you in pity for my love has no end; pitying your hardness of 
heart, I hold the world in my hands.   
How many waves of this pandemic will you have to endure; until you listen 
to the voices of children calling you to adopt new ways? 
How long will you have to endure death and pain; before you realise your 
mistakes and misuse of this world? 
How many years before you fully understand the need for nations; to work 
together for the common good and the benefit of all the world? 
I hear your prayer; now listen to my voice.’  

 

Shirley Buxton 
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Sin in my members 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
at the Solemn Mass on the Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
6 September 2020 
 

Lections Ezekiel 33.7-9:  Warn them in my name 
 Romans 13.8-10:  The debt of mutual love 
 St Matthew 18.15-20:  I shall be there with them 

 
‘Where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.’ (St 
Matthew 18.20) 
 

his Tuesday evening we will welcome, among others, the Bishop of 
Norwich and the Bishop of Richborough for Solemn Evensong and 
Benediction on the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

during which I will receive the Bishop’s licence for a further three years as 
your Parish Priest and, in addition, the newly-defined role of Priest Director 
of the Julian Campus, a name which we’re using at the moment to refer to the 
cluster of buildings down the hill – St Julian’s Church and churchyard, the 
Julian Centre and All Hallows’ House, the former convent, which we plan to 
reopen next year as a guest house and pilgrim hostel.  We want to develop 
the work of both the parish and the Shrine in a coherent way, catholic in the 
deepest and richest meaning of that word, oriented both towards the renewal 
of the Church and also to service and witness in the world, our eyes and ears 
open and alert to the community and the context in which we are set, the time 
and the place where we are called to proclaim the Gospel. 
 

Sadly the Coronavirus restrictions and physical distancing 
requirements mean that we can’t welcome all-comers to this service – before 
the virus I’d have just printed 200 booklets and let you fight it out among 
yourselves, and trusted to the skills of our kitchen team to do a ‘loaves and 
fishes’ exercise in feeding the throng afterwards.  Instead, given the present 
restrictions, we’ve conducted a ballot for tickets for the service, and I hope 
that those of you who can’t be with us on Tuesday evening will join your 
prayers with ours for God’s blessing not simply on my own ministry (though, 
goodness, I need them, please) but also for the whole life and witness of our 
Church Family… and there will be plenty of space at the Mass earlier in the 
day for those who can come together then to celebrate Our Lady’s Birthday 
and, in its own way, a birthday in our own church community, a new 
beginning. 

T 
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It’s good, then, that the 
Church proclaims this morning a set 
of scripture readings which draw our 
attention to the presence of the Lord 
at the heart of his Church: ‘Where 
two or three meet in my name, I shall 
be there with them.’  For St Matthew, 
the gathering of two or three in the 
name of Jesus is to form a Church, a 
believing community gathered 
around the Risen Lord and 
empowered and enlivened by the 
Holy Spirit.  The glorified Lord dwells 
among us; without him, we are not a 
Church.  St Matthew later records the 
final words of Jesus to his apostles 
before he takes his leave of them on 
the mountain: ‘I am with you always, 
even to the close to the age.’  We 
who are adopted brothers and sisters 
of Jesus our Lord have the Spirit 
dwelling within us, enabling us to cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’ to his God and 
Father, and living together as a Resurrection community in mutual love and 
service. 

 

Now, this may be the inward reality, but externally things often appear 
to be rather different, and although you and I know that there is much in the 
Church that is good, joyful, pure and holy, and many faith-ful self-less 
Christian people who have taken up their cross to follow Jesus, nevertheless 
what gets the attention of the world (and in some ways, it’s not a bad thing 
that it should) and what we notice ourselves is the brokenness and sinfulness 
which damages the life of the Church and mars the image of Christ in us. 

 

I suspect all of us could recount occasions when we have been 
genuinely appalled by the behaviour of those who claim to follow Christ, 
times when the hurt which Christians inflict on each other even in 
communities very similar to this one leave one stunned and questioning how 
the Gospel we proclaim can possibly be true.  Even more, if we’re really 
honest, I suspect most of us could recount occasions when we have been 
genuinely appalled by our own behaviour, we who claim to follow Christ.  
Nobody is exempt from this conundrum, which is why (as you know) when 

Bishop Norman confirms Rhys Lewis 
on Michaelmas Day 2020 
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people tell me they stay away from the Church because it’s full of hypocrites, 
I tell them there’s always room for another.  We have not already obtained or 
reached the goal, but we are pressing on to make it our own, because Christ 
Jesus has made us his own. 

 

The abuse of children and vulnerable adults, and attempts to cover it 
up, in the Church of England (and all the denominations) may be one of the 
more stark examples, but the world does not divide neatly into very good 
people and very wicked people: sinfulness is a continuum and we all slide 
around on it, so gossip, backbiting, capriciousness, lust, careless speech, 
unhealthy relationships, poor leadership (itself rooted in human weakness) all 
also cause immense harm to local congregations in ways which can be hard 
to prise apart and even harder to heal. 

 

Those who are baptised and living a new life in Christ nonetheless 
continue to be human beings, and so sin is possible and does occur – and is 
revealed in its full tragedy and horror precisely when it damages something 
that should be beautiful, holy and good.  The first step to change is always 
recognition of sin and true contrition, which acknowledges sin for what it is: 
an absence of goodness which estranges us from our true home in God. 

 

So the Lord, who is all compassion and understands our weakness, 
lays out for us in the Gospel a process of fraternal correction which does not 
hide, cover up or evade the challenge of wrongdoing in the community but 
opens it up to healing and transformation.  It needs courage which refuses to 
allow behaviour which is antithetical to the Gospel to go unchallenged or 
unchecked: the Lord is in his Church working to heal and renew it, and calling 
us to cooperate with him in revealing the inner beauty of that wonderful and 
sacred mystery. 

 

The motivation for correcting our brothers and sisters (or, indeed, for 
allowing ourselves to be corrected) is never rejection or reprobation: it is an 
outworking of that law of love of which St Paul spoke in the epistle, since true 
Christian love is, at root, ‘to will the good of the other and then to do 
something about it.’  This is not about being a busybody, prying into the 
minutiae of other people’s thoughts and actions, but equally it’s not about 
colluding in wrongdoing (even and especially in the Church) by allowing it to 
persist because we fear the consequences of action, not least because (as St 
John put it) perfect love casts out fear.  It places real demands on us all, 
because it requires that we forgive those who have wronged us, even as in 
Christ we have each been forgiven. 
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For this pattern of mutual fraternal correction to be healthy, each of us 
needs to be rooted and grounded in a humility which recognises our own 
weakness, our own clay feet, our own failure to live up to the high calling 
with which we are called – which is why repentance is always, in truth, both 
an individual and a corporate activity.  It leads, then, for both individuals and 
communities to the kind of about-turn which Saul had to make on the 
Damascus Road, when from the brightness the Lord told him that in wounding 
the Church he was persecuting the Risen Lord himself. 

 

The debt of mutual love is not adequately discharged, of course, 
simply in confessing and healing sinfulness: it’s far richer and broader than 
that.  For us in this Church Family, as we prepare for Tuesday’s licensing and 
the witness and work of the years ahead, how can we best pay the debt of 
mutual love?  How can we renew the patterns of our life so that our 
community becomes strong in faith, hope and love, grounded in faithful 
sacramental living and flourishing joyfully as a beacon of hope and truth in 
this part of the city, a true family in which all are welcome and included?  
What are the steps we need to take on this journey?  It’s a work for all of us, 
it’s an activity in which we all take part, now, here, today, gathered as we are 
around the presence of the Risen Lord and seeking together that love without 
which we cannot fulfil the law, that purity of heart without which we will 
never see God. 

 

 

Thanksgiving faces down entitlement 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
at the Solemn Mass on Harvest Thanksgiving: 20 September 2020 
 

Lections Isaiah 55.6-9:  My ways are not your ways 
 Philippians 1.20-24, 27:  Life to me is Christ 
 St Matthew 20.1-16:  Envious because I am generous 
 

‘Why be envious because I am generous?’  (St Matthew 20.15) 
 

ot, tired, dirty, and resentful: not, surely, a description of the servers 
after another lengthy liturgical function on Timberhill, and true, you 
yourself may never have done a day’s labour in a vineyard (unless 

drinking the product counts), but you’ve almost certainly been in the situation 
of those who had worked all through the heat of the day.  As our sympathies 
perhaps often incline towards Martha when we hear the story of her sister 
Mary choosing ‘the better part’ by sitting at the Lord’s feet listening to him, so 

H 
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it’s easy for us to identify with the annoyance felt by those who had worked 
since daybreak and yet received the same wages as those who had been hired 
only ‘at the eleventh hour’.  Deep inside us, a human response shouts out ‘But 
it’s not fair!’  But the point of the parable is not whether we consider it to 
embody fairness or not; the point is that God’s mercy disrupts our conceptions 
of justice and the hierarchies which we try to establish in order to calculate or 

police who deserves what. 
 

Our thanksgiving for the 
Harvest this year comes after nearly 
seven months in which we have 
experienced in powerful and 
immediate ways the complexity and 
inter-connectedness of the food 
production required to sustain us, and 
memories of people clambering over 
each other in March to grab dry 
fusilli, food shortages and 
interruptions in supply chains only 
hint at the true privilege which is ours 
in the post-industrialised Western 
world.  Harvest Thanksgiving, this 
year no less than any other, 
challenges us to hear the cry of the 
poor and underprivileged who 
contend with the knawing and 
debilitating consequences of 
inadequate food and malnutrition. 
 

Nor is this a problem only ‘out there’ in countries far away: here on 
our doorstep and in our community, the Norwich Foodbank which you 
support not only at Harvest-tide but throughout the year distributed 15,478 
food parcels to local people in the twelve months up to 30th June, a 30% 
increase on last year and a figure which includes 5,692 children.  Meanwhile, 
our own Diocese of Norwich operated a ‘Filling the Gap’ project over the 
summer, born out of the vision of our Diocesan Bishop, which provided food 
for 128 families who were identified, through our network of church schools, 
as struggling through the school holidays and who would value receiving food 
to help them whilst children were at home.  Much of this initiative was 
targeted towards the needs of rural communities where little other provision 
is available. 

Some of the beautiful decorations 
and gifts on Harvest Thanksgiving  
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As Christians we are called to receive with thanksgiving the generous 
mercy of God – not simply in ‘all good gifts around us’, but also in what the 
Prayer Book calls ‘our creation, preservation, all the blessings of this life [and] 
the redemption of the world through our Lord Jesus Christ, the means of grace 
and the hope of glory.’  But we’re called too not just to receive these blessings 
with thankfulness, but to participate in them, which means working to extend 
them to more and more people in whose humanity, like ours, can be 
recognised the face of God’s beloved Son, who came out from the Father in 
generous mercy, emptying himself and assuming the condition of a slave.  
Before he stooped to wash the feet of his disciples at the Passover, St John tells 
us that Jesus ‘knew that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to God.’ 
 

That description of the Lord going out from the Father is mirrored (the 
Greek word is exactly the same) five times in this morning’s Gospel when St 
Matthew reports that the landowner ‘went out’ multiple times to search for 
workers, going out repeatedly throughout the day to ensure that all can find 
the work that they need and thus experience a share in his generosity.  There 
is no place within this divine economy for comparing ourselves (approvingly, 
of course) with what we consider others to be entitled to: instead, as Christians 
grounded in Christ through Baptism and the Eucharist we are called to labour 
in the Lord’s vineyard with the same self-emptying love which was his in his 
incarnate life, death and Resurrection.  It’s only when we extricate ourselves 
from the burden and toxicity of ‘comparison culture’ that we can experience 
what St Paul calls the ‘glorious liberty of the children of God’ and receive 
thankfully the gifts which the Father bestows upon us, entering the Kingdom 
by sharing in the sacrificial love of God which the Cross proclaims and seals. 
 

This is not easy, because it requires us (like so much of our life in 
Christ) to unlearn the patterns of life and thought which the world tries to teach 
us, in which a rather arbitrarily-contrived meritocracy goads us to clamber 
over one another, peer suspiciously at each other, and work out how we can 
get what we’re entitled to.  But in the new humanity which the Lord is creating 
through his Church, where is the place for entitlement?  Our God is not a God 
who is concerned with entitlement, nor with what we deserve; he is, said 
today’s psalm, ‘kind and full of compassion… good to all, compassionate to 
all his creatures.’ 
 

At dinner in the Rectory the other day, a friend of mine said (and it 
was so good I wrote it down), that in the Kingdom ‘a disposition towards 
entitlement and a disposition towards gratitude are antithetical.’  You see, 
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entitlement is the limescale which encrusts itself around our gratitude and 
prevents it from flowing freely.  But we all suffer from it, and living the 
Christian life together should be helping us to root out from ourselves the 
suspicious, entitled, anxious heart of stone and replace it with a 
compassionate heart of flesh, a heart like the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 

None of this means that we shouldn’t be stirred and fired by blatant 
unfairness, inequality and injustice in the world; indeed, a practical concern 
for justice and for the cry of the poor is demanded of us.   The Lord’s parable 
is not told in order to prop up injustice or arbitrary wages.  But it is a reminder 
that we’d better not assume that it’s we who are the unjustly-treated, that it’s 
we who haven’t received what we consider ourselves to deserve.  It may not 
be you and me who laboured since daybreak; we may actually be the ones 
who came at the eleventh hour.  We may not be the oppressed; we may in 
fact be the oppressors – which is why, as I said last week, repentance is always 
a corporate and a personal activity because your repentance cannot be fully 
realised without my repentance and my determination to stop doing the things 
which denude you of your humanity, which prevent your flourishing, which 
force you into sin. 
 

Even in a church like this, it is so easy for us to look at others who 
perhaps have joined the Church Family later than us, seem not to labour in 
the same way as we do, or do not conform to our expectations about how to 
do things, and consider ourselves more entitled or more deserving of the gifts 
of the Kingdom.  There is no place for entitlement or judgements of superiority 
in the life of the Church, or of any local church community.  If we cannot see 
other people as our brothers and sisters, we cannot enter into the outlook of 
God; if we cling in a satisfied way to our own uprightness and believe it gives 
us the right to privileges, we are far from God’s way of thinking, because, as 
Jesus warned the Pharisees, the tax collectors and the prostitutes will be going 
into the Kingdom ahead of us. 
 

When the Prodigal Son returned to his father expecting to be treated 
only as a hired hand, and received instead the lavishness of his father’s 
generosity and his joy in his son’s return, the other brother stood resentfully 
outside the party, cross not simply because in the worldly scheme of things 
the Prodigal was receiving what he did not deserve, but, let’s be frank, cross 
because he was receiving anything at all.  As we give thanks for the Harvest 
and begin a new season of labouring together in this particular vineyard of the 
Lord, God deliver us from having hearts like that. 
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On the cover 
The procession to 
the Lady Altar on the 
Feast of Our Lady of 
Walsingham.  Photo 
by Jeremy Warren. 

WORSHIP WITH US 
 

We warmly welcome you. 
 

Sundays 9am Low Mass St Julian’s 
 11am Solemn Mass and Sermon St John’s 
 6pm Low Mass and Benediction St John’s 
 
Weekdays 
The Mass Monday 10am St Julian’s 
 Tuesday 12 noon St John’s 
 Wednesday 10am St Julian’s 
 Thursday 12 noon St John’s 
 Friday 5pm St Julian’s 
 Saturday 12 noon St John’s 
 

The Rosary Monday 10.30am St Julian’s 
 

Morning and Evening Prayer 
The Daily Office is currently said privately in 
church, before opening and after closing 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
   Physically-distanced Confessions may be heard  

at any time by arrangement with the Parish Priest 
 

St John’s and St Julian’s are both open daily for prayer, quiet and 
visiting (except St John’s which is currently closed on Mondays).  The 
Blessed Sacrament is reserved on the High Altar of both churches for 
the Communion of the Sick and the devotion of the faithful. 
 

We warmly welcome enquiries about baptisms and weddings. 
We will be pleased to help you in any way we can. 
 
 

 stjohnstimberhill.org   
  

 stjohnthebaptisttimberhill 
 


