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Encouragements for the New Year 
 
 
 
 

 
 Something of a seasonal pot pourri, this letter, but may I begin by 
wishing you and yours a very happy New Year with peace and prosperity in 
all the things that really matter.  On New Year’s Day we had a lovely Sung 
Mass for the Feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, followed by prosecco 
and hot canapes at the Rectory.  The Christian year, of course, began on the 
First Sunday of Advent, but we live ‘in’ the world even while we are not ‘of’ 
the world, and the arrival of a new civil year and a few January days of 
scratching out an accidentally-written 2019 and changing it to 2020 reminds 
us that Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and for ever, is the Lord of the 
years, and, as we say at the Easter Vigil, ‘all time belongs to him and all the 
ages’.  So we call each passing year a ‘Year of Our Lord’, and I pray that 2020 
may indeed be such for you and for our Church Family. 
 
 Various things have given me encouragement recently and I want to 
share some of them with you.  The PCC agreed in November that, for the first 
time, we would give away the cash collections at our five principal Christmas 
services, and I’m delighted that thanks to the generosity of those who 
worshipped here we collected £630 for the three charities we had chosen to 
support – so £210 each has been sent to the John Aves Education Project, the 
Children’s Society and Sightsavers.  Thank you.  In recent weeks we’ve also 
sent £105 to the Additional Curates Society, and £70 to the National AIDS 
Trust.  Our outward giving reminds us that as Christians we need to be making 
a contribution to the health of the Body of Christ and the flourishing of human 
society not just in our parish but beyond our own borders – we are bound 
together in a mutual fellowship of love and support. 
 
 Within the parish itself, the encouraging response to our autumn 
Stewardship Campaign means that at the end of 2019 we were able to pay 
our Parish Share in full.  This is the sum (£60,835) which we contribute to the 
funds of the Diocese to enable the provision of the Church’s mission and 
ministry in this parish and throughout Norfolk and Waveney.  When I joined 
you in March we were anticipating a deficit of around £20,000 this year, so 
to have improved the financial health of our church to such a striking degree 
is a wonderful testimony to your faithfulness, your vision, your confidence 
and your sacrificial generosity, and I congratulate you for it.  We are certainly 
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in a much better position, though we are not quite out of the woods and we 
anticipate some significant expenditure in the coming months.  We encourage 
all who consider themselves part of our Church Family to support our life 

together by making a 
regular, planned gift, 
either weekly or 
monthly, directly to the 
bank where possible and 
using Gift Aid if you pay 
tax.  The forms (and, if 
you like, advice) to help 
you do this are readily 
available. 
 
  We continue to 
be grateful to Chris 
Bushnell, our Treasurer, 

for his prudent management of our finances, and to Michael Watson, newly 
appointed as Gift Aid Secretary in the autumn, whose prompt and efficient 
reclaim of two years’ worth of tax (some £14,000) was largely responsible for 
the full payment of the Parish Share.  We’re also grateful to those who organise 
our fundraising events, not least Lynton Johnson and team, whose Advent 
produce stalls on November 24 and December 1 raised £445 for church funds 
– thanks to your support.  The 50/50 Draw each month also helps us 
considerably (it raised £580 last year): now is the time to join or re-join for the 
coming year, and Liz Kilshaw can tell you all you need to know. 
 
 Meanwhile it’s been very encouraging to see good participation in our 
regular offering of the daily worship of the Church – the daily Eucharist and 
Morning and Evening Prayer each day.  During the year 2019 your Clergy 
celebrated the Holy Eucharist 106 times on Sundays and 286 times on 
weekdays, a total of 392 Masses – 184 at St John’s and 208 at St Julian’s (in 
addition to extra Masses for pilgrim groups).  Holy Communion was received 
6,459 times, an average of 124 communicants a week (72 on Sundays and 52 
on weekdays).  At St John’s the average number of communicants each week 
rose by 17% last year – nearly all that growth was on weekdays, while Sundays 
have remained largely static.  In the coming months we will want to work on 
growing our Sunday congregation while continuing to be formed in those 
weekday habits of meeting together to share, like the first believers, the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, ‘united in prayer and the breaking of the 
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bread’.  I am thankful to the priests who generously assist in the provision of 
worship on Sundays and weekdays, and to all who work in the sacristy.  Some 
days have become rather ‘thin’, and you will always be certain of finding a 
seat if you come on Mondays or Wednesdays at 10am at St Julian’s! 
 
 We also find encouragement in the warm spirit of friendship and 
fellowship in our Church 
Family.  This is reinforced by 
social events and gatherings, 
such as the lovely pre-
Christmas lunch at the Oak 
Tree on Ipswich Road, 
enjoyed by thirty of us – 
thanks to Helen Jacobs-
McGee for her work to make 
that happen, and thanks too 
to all who help to provide and 
serve refreshments Sunday by 
Sunday and at many of our 
special services and events.  
We have recently convened a 
working party to coordinate 
our hospitality and events: it always welcomes help and ideas!  A Church 
Family such as ours, gathered from a wide area, needs lots of opportunities 
for fun together, and these also give us chance to graft newcomers into our 
family. 
 
 New faces are appearing in new ministries, which is good to see.  Last 
year there were four baptisms and three people were presented for 
Confirmation, and we hope to have another Confirmation with Bishop 
Norman in February – if you would like to be baptised, or confirmed, or 
prepared for First Communion, NOW is the time to tell me! 
 
 Advent and Christmas was a lovely, prayerful time in our two churches 
and I thank all whose praying, cooking, cleaning, flower-arranging, 
decorating, music-making, invitation-distributing, sacristy work, serving, 
welcoming, reading and so on made it possible.  The only disappointment 
was the small congregation at the Parish Carol Service on December 22 – it 
was a fine service much enjoyed by those who came, but next year it may be 
necessary for its provision (or timing, or nature) to be reviewed. 
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At other times we welcomed good congregations, including many 
visitors and new friends.  It was a pleasure to have the Diocesan Bishop with 
us to preach on World AIDS Day – both he and the Sheriff of Norwich have 
written to thank us for welcoming them on that day.  The LGBT+ Carol Service 
was a joyful and inspiring evening, and the Masses of Christmas Night, 
Christmas Day and the Octave were the highlight of a busy but happy time.  
And the vast, beautiful Christmas tree in St John’s was a joy to behold – and 
putting it up a superb exercise in 
teamwork! 
 
 I hope you also find some of these 
reflections encouraging.  There is much 
on which to build and much to grow.  We 
will have chance to think, pray and talk 
about this together on Saturday 1 
February, when we are holding a Parish 
Vision Day in St John’s from 10am to 
2pm.  Coffee will be served from 9.45am, 
and the day also includes Mass and lunch.  
We will be able to come together as a 
family to reflect on our opportunities and 
challenges, and to look to what we might 
do and be in the future.  I hope you will 
come; put your name on the list in church 
if you plan to do so, so we can cater! 
 
 This year is a big one for St John’s because in 2020 we celebrate the 
six hundredth anniversary of our present church.  There’s been a church on 
the site since the Norman Conquest, but in 1420 the church was rebuilt.  
Throughout this year we will be giving thanks for this wonderful milestone, 
and for six centuries of blessing.  A major highlight will be a big Flower 
Festival which will open on Wednesday 24 June, our Patronal Festival, and 
run to Sunday 28 June.  We will need ‘all hands on deck’! 
 
 Thank you for your many kind Christmas cards, presents and greetings. 
 

Your friend and parish priest, 
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Coming up this month 
 

Wednesday 1 January • Mary, 
the Holy Mother of God 
 

11am Sung Mass (St Julian’s) 
followed by drinks at the Rectory 
 

Sunday 5 January • Solemnity 
of the Epiphany 
 

9am Low Mass (St Julian’s) 
 

11am Procession, Blessing of Chalk 
and High Mass (St John’s) followed 
by drinks 
 

Sunday 12 January • Feast of 
the Baptism of Our Lord 
 

9am Low Mass (St Julian’s) 
 

11am Asperges and High Mass (St 
John’s) 
 

Tuesday 21 January 
 

The Bishop’s visit to the Norwich 
East Deanery: evening party at 7pm 
(details on page 10) 
 

Saturday 25 January • Feast 
of the Conversion of St Paul 
 

12 noon Low Mass (St John’s) 
 

Sunday 26 January 
 

Drinks for students and 20s/30s 
follow coffee after the 11am High 
Mass 
 

Monday 27 January • Feast of 
St Julian of Le Mans 
 

10am Patronal Festival Mass (St 
Julian’s) followed by the Rosary and 
then, at 11am, the interment of 
Sheila Tolley’s ashes in the church 
garden 
 

Tuesday 28 January 
 

10.30am Meeting of the hospitality 
and events group (1 Danby Close, 
Eaton Rise NR4 6RH) 
 

12 noon Low Mass (St John’s) 
 

2pm City Centre Churches Mental 
Health Group (Prior’s Hall, The 
Close) 
 

7pm Low Mass (St Julian’s) 
 

7.30pm Parochial Church Council 
meeting 
 

 

Fr Richard is away from the parish from Monday 13 January until Saturday 25 
January, with the exception of Tuesday 21 January.  During his leave, all the 
daily Masses will continue as normal, and we’re very grateful to the eight 
priests who are making this possible – so please do come and worship with 
them!  Morning and Evening Prayer will not be said publicly and Confessions 
will be heard only by appointment.  Enquiries should be directed to the 
Churchwardens. 
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January 2020 
 
  1 Wed MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 11am SM 
  2 Thu SS Basil and Gregory 
  3 Fri  The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
  4 Sat  Christmastide Feria 
 
  5 Sun SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY 
   9am LM; 11am Procession and HM 
  6 Mon The Epiphany of the Lord 10am LM 
  7 Tue St Raymond of Penyafort 
  8 Wed Feria after Epiphany 
  9 Thu Feria after Epiphany 
10 Fri  commem. St Gregory of Nyssa 
11 Sat  Feria after Epiphany.  12 noon Requiem for Fr Hipkins 
 
12 Sun THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
13 Mon St Hilary of Poitiers 
14 Tue of Requiem 

15 Wed Feria 
16 Thu Feria 
17 Fri  St Anthony of Egypt 
18 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday 
   Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity begins (to 25th) 
 
19 Sun Second Sunday of Ordinary Time (Epiphany II) 
20 Mon Feria 
21 Tue St Agnes.  Bishop’s visit to the Deanery today. 
22 Wed St Vincent of Saragossa 
23 Thu Feria 
24 Fri  St Francis de Sales 
25 Sat  The Conversion of St Paul 12 noon LM 
 
26 Sun Third Sunday of Ordinary Time (Epiphany III) 
27 Mon St Julian of Le Mans: Patronal Festival of St Julian’s 10am LM 
28 Tue St Thomas Aquinas.  12 noon & 7pm LM; 7.30pm PCC 
29 Wed Feria 
30 Thu Charles I, King & Martyr 
31 Fri  St John Bosco 
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We pray for… 
 
We give thanks for the prayers of our Blessed Lady 1 
The Eastern Orthodox Church 2 
Growth in love for Our Lord 3 
Thanksgiving for the Blessed Sacrament 4 
 
Our Parish and People 5 
 
The Julian Shrine 6 
The Dominican Order 7 
Wisdom and patience 8 
Refugees and the homeless 9 
Theologians 10 
Pilgrims to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 11 
 
Our Parish and People 12 
The legal profession 13 
Year’s Minds for January 14 
The unemployed 15 
Those without faith 16 
Vocations to the Religious Life 17 
The unity of Christians 18 
 
 
Our Parish and People 19 
The hungry and needy 20 
Thanksgiving for Child Martyrs 21 
Those persecuted for their faith 22 
Those working in the NHS 23 
Journalists and writers 24 
Norman and Graham our Bishops 25 
 
Our Parish and People 26 
St Julian’s Church on its Patronal Festival 27 
Love of the Holy Eucharist 28 
The growth of the kingdom of God 29 
An end to slavery in the world 30 
Education of the young 31 
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Norwich East Deanery Evening Celebration 
Open to everyone 

 

Tuesday 21 January • 7pm 
Banking Hall, OPEN Youth Trust, 20 Bank Plain, Norwich 

(old Barclays Bank) 
 

Come and meet our new Diocesan Bishop, the Rt Revd Graham Usher 
 

The evening will include a presentation from the young people of OPEN 
The Bishop will be interviewed and take a few questions 

 

Licensed bar available 
 

Free car parking in the Cathedral Close (with thanks to the Dean) 

 

The Julian Centre 
 

here will be limited opening of the Julian Centre this month.  This is to 
enable the volunteers to undertake necessary work including 

reorganisation, stocktaking and a deep clean.  During this time the Julian 
Centre will open on Saturdays from 10.30am to 3.30pm.  The Centre will 
return to its usual schedule on Tuesday 28 January. 
 

 

50/50 Draw 
 

s part of our fundraising, we operate a Church Family 50/50 Club.  Each 
month there is a draw: 50% of the money collected via ticket sales is given 

away in prizes, and the other 50% of the money goes to the Church.  The Club 
has been running since February 2015.  During 2019 it raised £580 for Church 
funds. 
 

The new ‘club year’ starts with a draw on Sunday 2 February 2020, 
and will run up to, and including, the draw on Sunday 3 January 2021. 
 

If you are an existing club member, you will have received a renewal 
letter.  If you have not yet joined, please think about doing so.  Tickets are 
£25 a year.  If you would like to join, please speak to Liz Kilshaw and she will 
provide you with a form. 

T 

A 
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In this transitory life 
 

Sheila Tolley 
Sheila died at home on 

Wednesday 11 December, having 
been diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer in the autumn.  She received 
her last Holy Communion the 
previous week.  Sheila joined our 
Church Family when she moved to 
Norwich eighteen months ago, was 
very regular at Mass and, as a 
Companion of Julian of Norwich, 
particularly supported the life of St 
Julian’s and the Julian Centre.  Born 
in Birmingham in 1939, art was her 
lifeblood; she was admitted as a full 
member of the Royal West of 
England Academy in 1992 and twice 
won the Cornelissen Painting Prize.  
Her body was received into St 
Julian’s on the afternoon of Thursday 
2 January, when Vespers of the Dead 
was prayed.  The following day her 
Funeral Mass was celebrated and her 
body was cremated; her ashes will be 
buried in St Julian’s garden after the 
Patronal Festival Mass on 27 January. 
 

Fr Leslie Hipkins 
Fr Leslie died at Hassingham 

House in Hingham on Friday 13 
December after some years of 
declining health.  After ministry in 
the Dioceses of Chelmsford and St 
Edmundsbury & Ipswich, he retired 
with his civil partner Brian and 
joined our Church Family.  We give 

thanks for his life and ministry and 
pray that he will come to rejoice in 
the company of all the saints.  His 
funeral will take place at Breckland 
Crematorium on Friday 17 January at 
12 noon; we will celebrate a 
Requiem Mass for him at St John’s on 
Saturday 11 January at 12 noon. 
 

Fr David Coles 
Fr David Coles (formerly 

Oldham) died on Tuesday 17 
December after a long illness.  A 
former server at St John’s, he was 
ordained to a title at Wymondham 
Abbey in 2010.  Please pray for him 
and for his civil partner, Fr Richard 
Coles, in his bereavement.  They met 
at St John’s in 2007.  His funeral was 
celebrated on Friday 3 January. 

 

Fr John Minns 
Fr John Minns, who served as 

Parish Priest of St George’s 
Tombland from 1991 to 2018, died 
at home on Monday 30 December 
after an illness bravely borne.  We 
give thanks for all the good that 
flowed from his long and faithful 
ministry as a Priest in Christ’s 
Church.  Please pray for him, for Jane 
his widow, and for their family.  His 
funeral will take place at the 
Cathedral on Tuesday 14 January at 
2pm, preceded by Vespers the 
previous day at 4pm.

 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord: let light perpetual shine upon them! 
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Saturday 1 February 

A Parish Vision Day 
St John’s Timberhill • 10am to 2pm  

including Mass and lunch • Coffee from 9.45am 
 

An opportunity for members of the Church Family to gather to think, pray 
and talk about who we are and where we’re going; our priorities and 
opportunities; our potential for growth and areas we need to work on. 
This is open to anybody who’d like to come: we’d love to see YOU. 

Sign up for lunch on the list in church. 
 

 

Thursday 23 January 

Ecumenical Chain of Prayer 
for the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity 

St Luke’s Chapel, Norwich Cathedral • 10am to 4pm  
 

Come and join with the prayers any time during the day, uniting with our 
brothers and sisters of other churches and denominations in the Lord’s own 

prayer: ‘May they be one… so that the world may believe!’ 
 

Sunday 2 February 
 

Candlemas 

Feast of the Presentation of 
Our Lord in the Temple 

 

11am 
Blessing of Candles, 

Candlemas Procession 
and High Mass 

 
followed by drinks 

Friday 21 February 
 

Church Family 

Quiz & Chips 

at The Oak Tree, Ipswich Road   
 

Arrive 6.45pm to start at 7pm 
 

 Cost £9.50 
including a fish and chip supper 

  

Teams of four 
 

Book your place with 
Elizabeth Edwards 
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Realms of glory 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
in St John the Baptist, Timberhill, 
at the Midnight Mass of the Nativity: Christmas 2019 
 

Lections Isaiah 9.1-7:  People that walked in darkness have seen a great light 
 Titus 2.11-14:  God’s grace has been revealed 
 St Luke 2.1-14:  In the town of David a Saviour has been born 
 
‘They were terrified, but the angel said, “Do not be afraid.  Listen, I bring 
you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people.”’ (St Luke 2) 
 

f I were to throw caution and vocation to the winds and set off for an 
adventure, I might strike out for Hollywood to be a film-maker.  The Gospel 
we heard just now might provide quite good material for a real blockbuster: 

dazzling special effects, a computer-generated cast of thousands, rugged 
scenery, music and colour and political intrigue.  As a savvy film-maker, I’d 
also be keen to finish my debut megahit at exactly the point where tonight’s 
Gospel finished – because then I could tap into the innate curiosity of my 
viewers and make a sequel, to show them what happened next. 
 

The angels appeared – a dazzling multitude, terrifying in splendour, 
not whimsical pastel Christmas tree fairies but radiant, strong, awesome 
messengers and heralds from another world.  The first to appear imparts with 
incontrovertible authority a divine command: do not be afraid, but embrace 
the great joy which is being announced, and ‘suddenly’ says St Luke ‘there 
was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God’ and declaring peace 
for those of goodwill, those who enjoy his favour. 
 

When the film was over (or, when the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven), in the sequel, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us now go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’  Left again in the familiar earthly darkness, the angelic 
afterglow on the margins of their eyes, they were not content simply to marvel 
at the divine epiphany which had been granted to them.  They wanted to 
follow the road along which the angels had pointed them; they wanted their 
feet to be guided into the way of peace, along the path down into the city of 
David to discover for themselves the Child of whom the angel had spoken, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.  They did not stay in the 

I 
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hills, tinged by glory; good news had been announced to them, and it was a 
starting point, a seed sown in their hearts, which compelled them to set off to 
find – not more angels, not a Renaissance infant with rosy cheeks or bulging 
thighs, not a Madonna coped and crowned – but a baby who looked like any 
other, crammed into the tumble-down back of an over-full lodging house. 
 

A long way from the glory of the hillside, this, and so the shepherds 
were the first to do what the Baby would tell his friends, thirty years later: they 
took up their cross and followed him.  They followed him by copying the first 
journey he made, travelling from glory unimaginable, the radiance of the 
realm less than a breath from us in which God lives and moves and his being, 
down, down, down from the heavenly to the ordinary, and the earthly, and 
the insignificant, and the constricted, and the dirty, and the poor.  Bishop 
Frank Houghton, in one Christmas carol, put it like this: 

‘Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 
All for love’s sake becamest poor; 
Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 
All for love’s sake becamest poor.’ 

 
And he will become poorer still for, as another carol puts it, ‘Soon 

comes the cross, the nails, the piercing | Then in the grave at last reposing.’  
Still leaving behind what is heavenly, descending into what is earthly, deathly, 
forsaken and alone. 
 

This divine descent is why we are celebrating the Christ-Mass again 
tonight, and why the angel told the shepherds that the good news would bring 
joy to be shared by all the people.  The Father has sent a Saviour to us, a 
Saviour who came from the light and into the darkness, so that you and I might 
find joy in making the same journey from the light and warmth and peace of 
this midnight Mass into the darkness of the world to find Christ in the ordinary, 
the everyday, the commonplace – in the dirty and the shameless, the hungry 
and the noisy, the downright irritating and the unforgiveable.  We are sent on 
this divine road as ones who ourselves – dirty, shameless, noisy, irritating – 
have been ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, and so made fellow-
messengers with the angels of the good news of great joy for everyone. 
 

When you and I have heard the message of the angels, the divine hand 
has gripped our hearts to plant within them a yearning and a resolve, 
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unmistakeable and convicting, to do those strange and impossible things 
which upend this world’s priorities and preoccupations: to pull down barriers, 
to step over divisions, to heal, to feed, to tend, to visit, to clothe, to give, to 
forbear.  This divine impulse to keep going away from the heavenly glory to 
the dark Bethlehems of the world (war-torn, battle-scarred, divided and angry) 
is counter-intuitive and many people would find it risible, but it is God’s path, 
the path he travelled along so that any of us and all of us, Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free, rich or poor, Leave or Remain, Labour or Tory, might have a 
‘share in the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity.’ 
 

The peace of this Christmas celebration and our feeding tonight on the 
life-giving Christ set us off, once again, on our way along the divine mission 
of love to bless when we are cursed, to love when we are hated, to hope 
against hope when we are frightened, to live and share good news of great joy 
for all people – and to keep alive in this world of shadows the rumour of 
angels. 
 

Amen. 
 

 

From the Parish Registers 
 

Communicants and collections 
 

 Sunday Weekday Collection 
Week beginning 1 December 71 43  £299.90 

8 December 74 44  £244.42 
15 December 60 51  £120.74 
22 December 70 131  £237.08 
29 December 80 82  £243.96 
 

The collection figure above does not include the amount given by standing order, 
which averages £3,100 a month.  The Christmas collections, which were given 
away, have not been included above. 
 

Funerals 
‘Lord all-pitying, Jesu blest: grant them thine eternal rest’ 

 

3 January Sheila Patricia TOLLEY 
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WORSHIP WITH US 
 
We warmly welcome you. 
Services are at St John’s unless otherwise stated. 
 
Sundays  9am Low Mass (St Julian’s) 

11am High Mass and Sermon 
followed by refreshments 

 
Weekdays 
The Mass  Monday 10am (St Julian’s) 
   Tuesday 12 noon 
   Wednesday 10am (St Julian’s) 
   Thursday 12 noon 

Friday 5pm (St Julian’s) 
   Saturday 12 noon 
 

The Rosary  Monday 10.30am (St Julian’s) 
 

Morning Prayer Every day (except Monday), 8.30am 
 

Evening Prayer Every day (except Monday), 6pm (St Julian’s) 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
   Saturday 11am to 12 noon, 
   or by appointment with one of the Priests 
 
St John’s and St Julian’s are both open all day, every day for prayer, 
quiet and visiting.  The Blessed Sacrament is reserved on the High 
Altar in both churches for the Communion of the Sick and the 
devotion of the faithful. 
 
We warmly welcome enquiries about baptisms and weddings. 
We will be pleased to help you in any way we can. 
 

www.stjohnstimberhill.org 
 

Find us on Facebook: fb.com/stjohnthebaptisttimberhill 


